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For once in its life, the gorilla encountered a force greater than its own. As though it were but a 
puppet, the huge brute was hurled back with such force that it turned a couple of somersaults, 
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~ These Books Tell You Everything 


A COMPLETE SET IS A REGULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA! 





Each book consists of sixty-four pages, printed on good paper,in clear type and neatly bound in an attractive, illustrated cover. 
Most of the books are also profusely illustrated, and all of the subjects treated upon are explained in such a simple manner that any 


child can thoroughly understand them. 
mentioned. ; 


THESE BOOKS ARE FOR SALE BY ALL NEWSDEALERS OR WILL PE 


Look over the list as classified and see if you want to know anything about the subjects 


SENT BY MAIL TO ANY ADDRESS 


FROM THIS OFFICE ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, TEN CENTS EACH, OR ANY THREE BOOKS FOR TWENTY-FIVE 
CENTS. POSTAGE STAMPS TAKEN THE SAME AS MONEY. Address FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, N-Y. 





SPORTING. 


No. 21. HOW TO HUNT AND FISH.—The most complete | 


hunting and fishing guide ever published. 
structions about guns, hunting dogs, traps, trapping and fishing, 
together with descriptions of game and fish. 

o. 26. HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT.—Fully 
illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and sail a boat. 
Full instructions are given in this little book, together with in- 
structions on swimming and riding, companion sports to boating. 

No. 47. HOW TO BREAK, RIDE AND DRIVE A HORSE.— 
A complete treatise on the horse. Describing the most useful horses 
for business, the best horses for the road; also valuable recipes for 
diseases peculiar to the horse. 

No. 48. HOW T0 BUILD AND SAIL CANOES.—A handy 
book for boys, containing full directions for constructing canoes 
and the most popular manner of sailing them. Fully illustrated. 
By. C. Stansfield Hicks. 


| HYPNOTISM. 
No. 81. HOW TO HYPNOTIZE.—Containing valuable and in- 
structive information regarding the science of hypnotism. Also 
explaining the most appreved methods which are employed by the 
leading hypnotists of the world. By Leo Hugo Koch, A.C.S. 


; FORTUNE TELLING. 

No. 1. NAPOLEON’S ORACULUM AND DREAM BOOK,.— 
Containing the great oracle of human destiny; also the true mean- 
ing of almost any kind of dreams, together with charms, ceremonies, 
and curious games of cards. A complete book. 

No. 23. HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS.—Everybody dreams, 
from the little child to the aged man and woman. This little book 
gives the explanation to all kinds of dreams, together with lucky 
and unlucky days, and “Napoleon's Oraculum,” the book of fate, 

No. 28. HOW TO TELL FORTUNES.—Everyone is desirous of 
knowing what his future life will bring forth, whether happiness or 
misery, wealth or poverty.« You can tell by a glance at this little 
book. Buy one and be convinced. Tell your own fortune. Tell 
the fortune of your friends. . 

No. 76. HOW TO TELL FORTUNES BY THE HAND.— 
Containing rules for telling fortunes by the aid of the lines of the 
hand, or the secret of palmistry. Also the secret of telling future 
events by aid of moles, marks, scars, etc. Lllustrated. By A. 


Anderson. 
ATHLETIC. 

No. 6. HOW TO BECOME AN ATHLETE.—Giving full in- 
struction for the use of dumb bells, Indian clubs, parallel bars, 
horizontal bars and various other methods of developing a good, 
healthy muscle; containing over sixty illustrations. Every boy can 
become strong and healthy by following the instructions contained 
in this little book. 

No. 10. HOW TO BOX.—tThe art of self-defense made easy. 
Containing over thirty illustrations of guards, blows, and the dirfer- 
ent positions of a good boxer. Every boy should obtain one of 
these useful and instructive books, as it will teach you how to box 
without an instructor. 

No. 25. HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST.—Containing full 
instructions for all kinds of gymnastic sports and athletic exercises. 
Embracing thirty-five illustrations. By Professor W. Macdonald. 
A handy and useful book. 

No. 34. HOW TO. FENCE.—Containing full instruction for 
fencing and the use of the broadsword: also instruction in archery. 
Described with twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best 
positions in fencing. A complete book. 


TRICKS WITH CARDS. 

No. 51. HOW TO DO TRICKS WITH CARDS.—Containing 
explanations of the general principles of sleight-of-hand applicable 
to card tricks: of card tricks with ordinary cards, and not requiring 
sleight-of-hand: of tricks involving sleight-of-hand, or the use of 
specially prepared cards. By Professor Haffner. With illustra- 
tions. 

No. 72. HOW TO DO SIXTY TRICKS WITH CARDS.—Em- 
bracing ali of the latest and most deceptive card tricks, with il- 
lustrations. By A. Anderson. 

No. 77. HOW TO DO FORTY TRICKS WITH CARDS— 
Containing deceptive Card Tricks as performed by leading conjurors 
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and magicians, Arranged for home amusement. Fully illustrated. ' 


MAGIC. 
No. 2. HOW TO DO TRICKS.—The great book of magie and 


It contains full in- | card tricks, containing full instruction on all the leading card tricks 


of the day, also the most popular magica! illusions as performed by 
our leading magicians; every boy should obtain a copy of this book, 
as it will both amuse and instruct. 


No. 22. HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT.—Heller’s second sight 


explained by his former assistant, Fred Hunt, Jr. Explaining how 
the secret dialogues were carried on between the magician and the 
boy on the stage; also giving all the codes and signals. The only 
authentic explanation of second sight. 

No. 48. HOW TO BECOME A MAGICIAN.—Containing the 
grandest assortment of magical illusions ever placed before the 
public. Also tricks with cards. incantations, ete. 

No. 68. HOW TO DO CHEMICAL TRICKS.—Containing over 
one hundred highly amusing and instructive tricks with chemicals. 
By A. Anderson. Handsomely illustrated. 

No. 69. HOW TO DO SLEIGHT OF HAND.—Containing over 
fifty of the latest and best tricks used by magicians. Also contain- 
ing the secret of second sight. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. 

No. 70. HOW TO MAKE MAGIC TOYS.—Containing full 
directions for making Magic Toys and devices of many kinds. By 
A. Anderson. Fully illustrated. 

No. 73. HOW TO DO TRICKS WITH NUMBERS.—Showing 
many curious tricks with figures and the magic of numbers. By A. 


Anderson. Fully illustrated. 
No. 75. HOW TO BECOME A CONJUROR. — Containing 


tricks with Dominos, Dice, Cups and Balls, Hats, ete. Embracing 
thirty-six illustrations. By A. Anderson. 
No. 78. HOW TO DO THE BLACK ART.—Containing a com- 


plete description of the mysteries of Magic and Sleight of Hand, 


together with many wonderful experiments. By A. Anderson. 
Illustrated. 
MECHANICAL. 
No. 29. HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR.—Every boy 


should know how inventions originated. This book explains them 


all, giving examples in electricity, hydraulics, magnetism, optics, 
The most instructive book pub- 


pneumatics, mechanics, ete., ete. 
lished, 

No. 56. HOW TO BECOME AN ENGINEER.—Containing full 
instructions how to proceed in order to become a locomotive en- 
gineer; also directions for building a model locomotive; together 
with a full description of everything an engineer should know. 

No. 57. HOW TO MAKE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.—Full 
directions how to make a Banjo, Violin, Zither, ASolian Harp, Xylo- 
phone and other musical instruments; together with a brief de- 
scription of nearly every musical instrument used in ancient or 
modern times. Profusely illustrated. By Algernon S. Fitzgerald, 
for twenty years bandmaster of the Royal Bengal Marines. 

No. 59. HOW TO MAKE A MAGIC LANTERN.—Containing 
a description of the lantern, together with its history and invention. 
Also full directions for its use and for painting slides. Handsomely 
illustrated. By John Allen. 

No. 71. HOW TO DO MECHANICAL TRICKS.—Containing 
complete instructions for performing over sixty Mechanical Tricks. 
By A. Anderson. Fully illustrated, 


LETTER WRITING. 

No. 11. HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS.—A most com- 
plete little book, containing full directions for writing love-letters, 
and when to use them; also giving specimen letters for both young 
and old. | 

No. 12. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO LADIES.—Giving 
complete instructions for writing letters to ladies on all subjects; 
also letters of introduction, notes and requests. 

No. 24. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO GENTLEMEN.— 
Containing full directions for writing to gentlemen on all subjects; 
also giving sample letters for instruction. 

No. 53. HOW TO WRITE LETTERS.—A_ wonderful little 
book, telling you how to write to your sweetheart, your father, 
mother, sister, brother, employer; and, in fact, everybody.and any; 
body you wish to write to. EXvery young man and every young 
lady in the land should have this book. 

No. 74 HOW TO WRITE LETTERS CORRECTLY.-—Con- 
taining full instructions for writing letters on almost any subject; 
also rules for punctuation and composition ; together with specime 
letters. 


(Continued on page 3 of cover.) 
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- Frank Reade, Jt $ Electric Air Canoe. 


THE SEARCH FOR THE VALLEY OF DIAMONDS. 





By “NONAME.” ane 


CHAPTER I. 


WHICH DESCRIBES THE NEW INVENTION, 


Deep in the heart of a picturesque range of hills lay the 
beautiful little city of Readestown. 

The founder of, the place, Frank Reade, had gained a 
world-wide reputation as an inventor. 

His inventions were many and varied, and had netted 
him an immense fortune. 

At a ripe old age he had retired from the field, and had 
been succeeded by his son, Frank Reade, Jr. 

The latter was a slender, handsome youth, with remark- 
ably intelligent features and scarcely less inventive genius 
than his father, as time revealed. 

Frank Reade, Jr., 
genius, had developed a broader scope of talent, and soon 


moreover, as is the case with rising 


had astonished the country. 
One day the startling announcement went abroad that 

Frank Reade, Jr., had just completed his new and wonder- 

ful airship, the “Electric Air Canoe.” 

3 The report spread far and wide, and one morning a re- 

porter of the Associated Press presented himself at the 

Reade Iron Works. 


that brasswork.” 


“Ts it true, Mr. Reade, that youshave just completed your 


Air Canoe?” asked the scribe, bluntly. 

“Tt is,” replied the young inventor, modestly. “If you 
will step into the yard I will be pleased to show it to you.” 

The reporter complied with alacrity. | 

He gazed about him, not a little surprised at the magni- 
tude of the workshops and iron foundries, which were ex- 
clusively employed in the manufacture of the various inven- 
tions of Frank Reade, Jr. 


They passed on across the yard, and halted before the 


door of a large, high-roofed building. ‘ 
Frank Reade, Jr., tapped lightly on the door. 
Instantly a voice in a rich, Irish brogue sounded within. 
“Phwat will yez have, anyway ?” 
“Tt is me, Barney,” said the young inventor authorite- 
tively. 
“All roight, sor.” 
The door swung back, and a thick-set Irishman, with a 
comical mug and merry blue eyes stood in the doorway. 
“T wish to show this 
gentleman the Electric Air Canoe. Where is Pomp?” 
“Shure, sor, the naygur do be over yonder, ae MS 


“Barney,” said Frank, brusquely. 
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Si Pr _*¥ z rank saw a re comical-looking darky, as black “a the 
ee. ie. of ‘spades, engaged in scouring some brasework on the 


- 


_ Air Canoe. ; ; 


“AN right, Barney,” said the young inventor, “I want 
you : stay right here and watch the door until we come 
‘ ; back. 
“All roight, sor.” 
Then Frank quickly crossed a platform to the a where 
aK the darky was. , 


Pomp instantly arenes his scouring, utensils and made a 
low bow. 
“T’se berry glad to see yo’, Marse Frank,” he cried. 
yo cum fo’ to pee de Air Canoe?” 
“I have,” replied Frank: “And I want you to accompany 
us over the vessel. Do you understand ?” 
“Wright, sah !” | 
The darky, with @ leased grin, proceeded to obey orders. 
These two eccentric characters, the Irishman and the 
darky, for such they were, had been many years in the em- 
ploy of the Reades, father and son. 
Upon all their famous jaunts over the world, the inventor 
had taken the two faithful servitors. 
| So long had then been in the employ of the inventors, that 
both had become expert maghinists and electricians. 
. “Behold the Air Canoe!” said Frank Reade, Jr., with a 


~ f 


“Am 


_ sweep of his hand. 
The reporter was spellbound with the wonderful sight. 





_ that he had come across for many a day. 
The Electric Air Canoe, as its name would imply, was 
modeled something in the shape of a canoe. 
The bow was round and canoe-shaped, and the whole body 
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B,' of the vessel had the pppearance of great lightness and 
buoyancy. | 

--~—s ‘The deck. was some fourteen feet in width, and the length 
of the canoe fully one hundred feet. 

This gave much room and allowed for a deck-house or 
pes 


—_— 


cabin of circular shape, which was in the center of the 
deck, 


the wonderful machinery which furnished speed to the pro- 
peller and the suspensory rotascopes. 
These latter were three in number, of large dimensions 
and great power. 
_ ‘The largest one was in the center of the boat, the shaft 
extending upward through the roof of the center cabin or 
deck-house, ; 
The other.two were at opposite ends, and here the shaft 
of each extended through the roof of a smaller deck-house. 
eo In each deck-house was a dynamo. SA 
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dynamo failed the ship would not fall!” : 


The main body of the canoe was made of hollow cylinders, 7 
This gave buoyancy as well as dimension to the craft. _ Me “al 
The deck was spacious and inclosed with a wre i 


He saw what was certainly the most wonderful machine | ' 


In one part of this cabin were the electric dynamos and va back out.” 


nl % m eee ‘ala ot 7S 


So. “that each Fclesioos' was operated by a ‘difera si 
dynamo. me 5 
“The reason of that,” said Frank, explanatively, “is for — 
safety and also to economize power. Any one of these sus- ae 
pensory rotascopes would support ‘the airship, but each is 
called upon to do its proportionate amount. In case one 
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“A wise precaution!” acknowledged the scribe. 
Also a separate dynamo was engage to work the pros 
peller. ee 


Ee 


te i 
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This made four dynamos aboard the Air Canoe. ee 


* - 


which ran all the way around the vessel. a 

In the canoe-shaped bow was a port-hole, aml een . * 
this was thrust a gun, which fired dynamite projectiles, also 4 
the invention of Frank Reade, Jr. | | 


Altogether, the Air Canoe was a trim, neat and handsome 
craft, as buoyant and light as a feather. 

The reporter had kept his note-book in his hand, and had 
been busy making notes. 

They entered the cabin now. 

It was an elegantly furnished room. There” were rich 


hangings, costly inlaid floor, luxurious furniture, and two ~ 
handsome staterooms, with elegant bunks.” 








Scientific instruments and a few articles of vertu hung 
upon the walls or rested on shelves. | 
Frank motioned the reporter to a seat at a table, and said: 
“Well, what do you think of the Air Canoe?” 
“Wonderful,” averred the scribe, with a long-drawn 
breath. Yet it does not 
seem possible that this vessel can really fly.” | 


“It is not only possible, but certain,” replied Frank. 
“| should like to experience the novelty.” 

“You shall have the chance.” a 
The reporter shrugged his shoulders. 

“The earth is good enough for me,” he averred. 


“Nothing on earth can equal it. 


“Ithink 7 
“But I can assure you that thers is no risk whatever !” i ’ 

declared Frank. “You are perfectly safe.” | 
“Not to-day,” laughed the scribe. “But, by the way, 

Mr, Reade, what will be the object of your first trip?” 
Frank Reade, Jr., 
He crossed the room to a small glass cabinet, unlocked 

the door and took out a bundle of charts. 
These he threw upon the table. 3 
“Do you see that?” he cried. 

* of Brazil.” % 


arose. 






“Well, that is the map 















: a p “But, ‘anit the chart a bit,” said Frank. 
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he reporter. 
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- Do you see, 


Cs ; a b here is the headwaters of the Amazon?” 

aa 7 : “Yes. ” 

i, ‘ “Well, here is a tributary, and it rises in a a peculiar coun- 
: bs dry? 

F | eu Weal 

a 4 “Explorers have returned from this country with won- 
___ derful stories. It is said that savage and warlike tribes 

5g g abound there, and that it is-more than a white man’s life i is 

‘worth to ae down there.” 

e -“Indee 

; Worse kai all else are the huge pythons which infest 

ie the forests, the gorillas and pumas, which are of the wildest 

sand. fiercest.” 

*y pee A OL declare! A good place to keep away » fede, ” 

- “Do you think so?” 
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See.” 
“Well, that is where I am going with the Air Canoe!” 
The reporter looked startled. : 
“You don’t mean. it?” 
“Yes; I do.” ~ | : | ES 
“But 
“T know what you would say. You want to know why 
I go there?” 
“You have guessed right. a 
“Well, I will tell you,” said Frank slowly. 
a story.” ) 
The reporter brightened up. — 
“That is just what I want,” he said. 





“Tt is quite 


“Something ona 
ing!” | . 

“T have no doubt you will consider it an exciting topic. 
I will put my finger upon a certain spot on the map. Do 
you see it?” 

“ Yes.” ; 

“Well, there is a most wonderful valley in the céhter of 
this perilous region. Out of a party of one hundred and 
twenty-five armed explorers only one lived to escape from 
that valley and to reach Rio Janeiro, and tell his wonderful 
story.” 

Ah!” 


“He gave a wonderful account of their adventures. He 


said that that valley was literally strewn with diamonds in 

the rough. They abounded as common pebbles in the bed 
of the river, were studded in the mountain wall and could 
_ ‘ be found in the auriferous soil by digging anywhere!” 

“A valley of diamonds!” gasped the reporter. | 
“That is it precisely. 


eT la ye A 
“Heavens! What a chance. Of course, he will go 1d a on 
| with a larger party Pr? 


He brought back three huge stones, 


“Nothing would hire him to go back. Neither has any 


‘one the hardihood to attempt the feat after es to ro 


tale.” 
“But you think of going?” 


“& True; but I shall not have to thread on foot two thou- — : 


sand miles of dense forest peopled with a million perils. 
With the Air Canoe I shall be able to defy the pears of 
the wonderful Valley of Diamonds.” 


CHAPTER II. 


THE STRANGE BALLOON. 


The scribe sat like one in a daze for some moments. 
Then he heaved a deep sigh. | 


“Ugh!” he exclaimed, “I wish I had the courage to ven-— : 
As it is I can only embrace this ex-— a 
cellent material for a story. Of course, you will find no 


ture to go with you. 


trouble in reaching the Valley of Diamonds ?” 

“On the contrary, 1 expect considerable difficulty,” said 
Frank, rising. “But I mean to. surmount it.” 

“T have no doubt you will. All the civilized world will 
be agape tg learn how you succeed in your purpose.” | 

They left the yard, and a few moments later 5: iien am 
leave of his visitor. . 

, Then he returned to the building, anil said to Barney: 

“Now, Barney, I want you to have all stores aboard to- 
morrow morning and ready for the start.” 

“All roight, sor.” 

“You'll attend to it?” 

“Tf he don’, I will, Marse Frank!” cried Pomp, ~— 
his head out of a window. 

“Shut up, ye African misfit!” shouted Barney, angrily. 
“Whoever asked yez advice, anyway?” 

Frank had now passed out of the yard. 


Pomp had merely spoken to irritate Barney. The two 


were ever playing “roots” upon each other with varying suc- 


cess. } - 


Barney now saw a chance to get even, with Pomp for a 


joke of which he had been the victim the day before. 
Pomp’s head was still thrust through the window. 
_ He was gaping after Frank, and did not heed aoe 
te was the Celt’s opportunity. 
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Quick as a flash he uel doirn and ‘Geuakl ap a pail] 


is . F of whitewash, which sat upon the steps. 


_ He was a trifle higher up than Pomp, and this aided him. 
With skilled hand Barney swung the bucket up and let 


Mec its contents drive right at Pomp’ s woolly head. > 


The result was laughable. 


The darky looked like a whitened post, and drew his head 


ae in with a sputtering yell. 


Undoubtedly for a moment Pomp tnongne an avalanche 


had struck him. 


He was transformed in that swift moment of time from 


‘ e. an ebony African into a queer looking white man. 


“Golly—golly! I’se killed! I’se jes’ done fo’—clar 
done fo’, an’ I’se a dead niggah dis berry minnit!” howled 


f : the darky, wildly, as he danced like a dervish and clawed his 


face and head like a maniac. . 
It did not require much time for him thus to scrape off 


enough of the whitewash, so that his identity was made |. 
plainer. 


Then a madder darky never-lived when he realized the 
truth. : 

The shrieks of laughter in which ee was indulging 
assured him of this. 


“Fo? de good Lor’! he sastored: “T done beliebe it 


am de wo’k ob dat Dish loafah. I jes’ break his jaw fo’ 


him or I nebber lib to see anoder day!” 
With this he rushed after the Celt, 


e 4% But Barney was too wary to be caught napping thus. 


>’ A . 
> 
=~ 


He quickly got out of the way, and Pomy was unable to 
find him. 

That sable Guilibaish Auitiywnte up the quest, and went 
away to clean himself up, but muttering vengeance upon 


~ the author of his misery. 


¥ 
i 
ey a 
-} 


“Fo’ de Lor’, I git squar wif dat ishman if I hab to live 
a hunderd year!” he declared, resolutely. 
fo’ him.” . 

And Pomp was just the sort to keep his word. 
__ The next morning great preparations were going on in the 
yard of the Reade works. 

All was hustle and excitement. 

This was the day the Electric Air Canoe was to sail. 

The canoe had been bought out of the ee and rested 
upon stagings in the yard. 

Hundreds of people had already begun to bathint about 
the works to see the ascension. 

The excitement and interest was of the most intense sort. 

An hour later a cheering crowd saw Frank Reade, Jr., 


“T jes’ fix up one 


with a number of the prominent citizens, enter the yard. 
A sort of ovation was given the young inventor in honor 
Ne a Sigertare 
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_ Barney and Pomp were already aboard the Air. Canoe. ; eo 


_| that they are in awful peril ?” 
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The band plas sdiutes were 2 fired aid Shean given, ¥ 


Barney was in the pilot-house with his hand upon ‘the 
lever which was to set the rotascopes in motion. “on 

He waited only for the signal. a 

Frank Reade, Jr., now lifted his hat to the crowd ‘and 
stepped over the rail. 

- He motioned to Barney. 


ay 


Down went the lever, there was a whirring ofgnachinery, oo i 


the. hissing of the rotascopes, the air-ship trefifbled for an 
instant, and then leaped into space. 


A mad yell went up from the crowd, cannons Hoomed, and 
Frank Reade, Jr., fired a dynamite projectile from his gun, — 


which, exploded in mid-air. 


Then the Electrie Air Canoe set a course to the south-— 


ward, and half an hour later Readestown had entirely gone 
from view. : 


The great journey was begun. 
The Air Canoe was sailing like a bird through the air. 


Frank Reade, Jr., with a thrill of pardonable pride, saw 


that his invention was a wonderful success. ' 
“There is now no reason why we should not find that Val- 
ley of Diamonds,” he declared, confidently, 3 


“Be jabers, we'll thry,” declared Barney. “On me 
worrud, Misther Frank, phwat wud yez call that?” 

The Celt had suddenly caught sight of an object in the 
air just ahead not more than two miles. 

It had shot into view from the depths of a fleecy cloud. | 

“A balloon!” gasped the young inventor, with amaze- 
ment. ; 

“Shure, an’ it is that, sor!” cried Barney, excited! 4 

“Tt is coming this way !” | 

Frank sprang into the cabin and procured his glass. . 

Emerging, he brought it to bear Pe. the distant Pal; 
loon. BOs 

There was no doubt but that an air current was as betegig 
the balloon toward them. 
“Shure, can yez see anybody in the basket?” asked Bar- 
ney. RN. 

“Yes,” replied pratt 
fighting !” 

. Indeed, even at that distance two men could be seen en- 
sri in a deadly struggle. 

One had forced the other to the edge of the basket. 


“And—my God! See—they are 


He seemed trying hard to throw him out. But the strug > oe 


gle was maintained with deadly force. 


The balloon rocked and swayed in a frightful manner. 
“Fools,” gasped Frank, in horror. 
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_ ‘“T am Frank Reade, Jr.” 
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struggle fiercely. 
_ Frank. remained inactive no longer. 


“Head the Canoe for the balloon,” he said to Barney. 

The Celt quickly changed the course of the Air Canoe. 

The balloon speedily drew nearer. The two miles were 
covered very quickly. f 

It could then be easily seen that the struggle in the bas- 


~~ 


: 
The balloon was exactly on a line with the air-ship. 


Frank Reade, Jr., knew tliat it would never do for the 


~ balloon and the air-ship to meet. 


There was no doubt but that the rigging of the balloon 
would catch in the rotascopes or rigging of the na and 
the result would be serious. 

So Frank directed Barney to elevate the air-ship so that 
it would float a hundred feet or more over the balloon. 


Whether thay knew it or Phot. the os. men continued to | 
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r. The mventor of ‘fying machines’ ery 
“ ‘Yes, ”» ? 
“T have heard of you. Heaven be praised ; you have come 
in time to save me.” 

“What is the matter with you?” 

“T have been in the clutches of a maniac for the last 
twelve hours. Oh, God! I could not have stood it much — 
longer.” 

“A maniac?” | 
_ “Yes; but if you will rescue me from this perilous posi- 


tion, I will tell you all about it. , 


eo I will iy. » 

Frank Reade, Jr., turned to Pomp. 

“Bring me out that long rope ladder,” he ordered. 
Pomp hastened to obey. 


In a few moments he came out of the cabin with the ane . 


cle in question. 


The struggle between the two occupants of the basket | It was a very light, but strong, rope ladder, fully two 


was going on fiercely, 
Frank Reade, Jr., was ina quandary. 
What was to be done? . 
Surely if the struggle was permitted to go on murder 
would be the result. 
Yet the oceupants of the Air Canoe seemed powerless. 
“Shur, sor, phwativer wud yez do about it?” cried Bar- 
ney. . , | 
“Mercy on us! Ido not know,” replied Frank. _ 
“Golly! I done fink dey kill each odder fo’ suah!” cried 
Pomp. 
Frank was like one insane. i 
He walked up and down the deck, shouting frantically to 


| the two men to desist. 


“Cease your foolish quarrel!” he shouted. “Don’t you 


know that it will be the death of you?” 


But he might as well have talked to empty air. 
One of the men, however, looked up and saw the air-ship 
There was an expression of mingled astonishment and: re- 


lief upon his face. 


Then suddenly, with what seemed a. renewal of super- 
human strength, he forced his antagonist back and dealt 


him a blow which laid him insensible in the bottom of the 
basket. 


The deadly struggle was over. | 

Panting and exhausted the victor for a moment leaned 
over the edge of the basket. 

“Hello, down there!”’ shouted Frank Reade, Jr. 


. on earth ails you?” 


The survivor of the combat looked up and made a gesture. 
“Hello!” he replied, faintly. “Who are you?” 
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hundred feet in length. 
Pomp hastened to the rail and threw it over. 
Down it fell beside the balloon. | 
The occupant of the car was eagerly watching for it. 
“Hold firm!” shouted Frank. “We shall have to ask you 


to climb up on this ladder,’as we fear collision with the bal- 


loon.” 
“All right,” replied the balloonist ; “but you will have to 
hurry as I can see a seam opening in the balloon now.” 
“All right !” 


Frank made an effort to sway the ladder over within ge ‘I 
of the balloonist, but at that moment there was a tremendous: 
report, the vast globe collapsed, and shot downward like a 


meteor. 


CHAPTER III... 


RESCUED. 


A more awful development could hardly have been imag- 

A great cry of horror went up from re pw Jr., and 
Bamey and Pomp. 

“My God! They have gone down to eat !” cried 
Frank, in agony. 

“Fo? suah, it am de las’ ob dem !” wailed Pomp. 

“Begorra, it’s the ind av thim!” averred Barney. 


All crowded to the rail of*the Air Canoe to watch the: 


downward course of the fated balloon. 
It was a dizzy height, 


The carth seemed miles away, and objects there were dim 
and vague. AN 
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"The balloon was traveling downward like a meteor. 
Those on board the Air Canoe had expected to see it strike | dreaming, or is it reality ! Es 





water. 
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about him in a dazed way. 


ei Sis Bee 


Bago) 48 el . bs 





the earth with a mighty rebound. 
Such a thing would, of course, have settled the fate of 
those in the basket. | 
But now.a great cry went up from Barney. 
“Be jabers, wud yez see the wather!” he cried; “they'll 
hit it for shure !” 
Directly beneath the descending balloon was a large lake. 
That the balloon! would strike in about its center Frank 
was assured, | 


In an instant hope dawned in the young inventor’s breast. 

He knew that it was a good chance for the aeronatts to 
escape death if they should strike the bosom of the lake. 

If they were good swimmers and the maniac recovered his 
senses there was a chance for them. 

Frank turned to Barney. 

“Down—down !” he cried. 
switchboard! Quickly!” 

“All roight, sor,” — 

Into the’ pilot-house sprang Barney. 

The Celt turned the lever in question, and downward 
darted the air-ship. | | 

Of course, it was impossible to overtake the balloon. 

This had already struck the surface of the lake. 

The silk envelope was spread out upon the water, and a 
great cry went up from watching Pomp. 

a Fo? de Lor’, Marse Frank,” cried the darky, “dey am 
bo’f ob dem swimmin’ fo’ all dey is wuff!” 

This was true. 
There were two forms in the water below, and they were 
struggling to keep afloat. 

The lake was large, and there was no possibility that they 
might swim to the shore. . 


“Reverse the lever on the 


There was no timé to lose. 
“Down—down faster, Barney!” cried Frank, excitedly. 
But the Celt needed no urging. _ 
‘The air-ship was now but three hundred feet above the 


Another hundred feet and the rope ladder dangled in the 
water. | 

The two swimmers saw it and made for it. 

‘The next moment both were drawn on board, not much 
the worse for their involuntary bath. 

' The maniac seemed as intelligent and lucid as his com- 


“od be praised, we are saved!” he cried. 
And then he passed his hand across his forehead, gazing 
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“But what is all this?” he exclaimed, vaguely. 


“Tt is reality, Henry Haines,” said his companion, grip- 
ping his hand. “Poor fellow, you have been through a 
good deal. You probably are not aware of the fact that you 
were temporarily a madman up there in the air, and came 
near takéng my life!” | 

“My God! 


madman. - 


; 


“It is true. 
hard you would have thrown me out of the balloon!” 

“God forgive me! 
Gray. It must have been the rarified air and the pressure 
up there!” 


“That was it,” replied Allan Gray ; “but we have escaped, 
so let us congratulate ourselves. I think this will end our 
ballooning experiences.” 

“God grant it may !” 

Frank Reade, Jr., 
understood all. . 


He knew that the pressure upon the brain in upper air 
stratum very often caused temporary aberration of the mind. 

This, no doubt, was what had overtaken Henry Haines, 
the aeronaut, * 

He was once more himself, however, as could be plainly 
seen. 

“Then your companion is not a confirmed fonda? ; 
asked Frank, as he shook hands with Gray. 

“Oh, no,” replied the younger aeronaut. 
stand how it was. But I beg pardon. 
duce myself. I am Allan Gray, Professor of Latin and 
Greek in the Western University of Ethics and Science. 
This is my co-laborer, Dr. Henry Haines.” 

“T am glad to meet you, gentlemen,” said Frank, warmly. 
“Need I introduce myself?” 


“We have heard of you, and are well acquainted with - 


“But 
I promised to tell you how we happened in our flight up 


your fame as an inventor,” declared Gray, cordially. 


there so far!” 
“Very good,” agreed Frank. 


“The balloon is of our own construction. We have long 
had in mind this ascension, as we desired much to know the 
effect of the upper atmosphere upon certain chemicals which 
we had hoped to perfect in such manner as to improve upon 


our present style of barometers. We were succeeding fairly 


well, when the valve rope broke and we were unable to de- | 


Then Haines went mad. You know the rest.” 
“T think you may congratulate yourselves Bp a fortun- 
ate escape,” said Frank. 


seend. 
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If I hadn’t rapped you on the head pretty — 


had listened with interest, and now — 


“You under-\ 


Do not tell me that,” groaned the restored 4 
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I hafe no recolection of it, Allan | 


Allow me to intro- © 
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a genius, Mr. Reade. 
_ of the age.” 


not far from the mouth of the Orinoco River. 
a was decided to visit it. 


e _and the coast was followed for one hundred miles or more. 
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ee Indeed we may; and: we owe the preservation of. our 
Tiiode to you.” | 
| fey: wy am glad to have been able to serve you,” said Frank, |. 
e modestly. 







“But what a wonderful invention this is! Truly you are 
In fact, I may safely say, the = 


_ Frank blushed confusedly at such a direct compliment as 


this. 


He proceeded at once to show his visitors over the air- 


ship. « 
The two sbientiots were delighted. 


They declared the Air Canoe the most wonderful of mod- 
' ern inventions. 


“Now, gentlemen,” said Frank, pleasantly, “where shall 
1 drop you?” 

“If I were allowed to follow my own inclination,” said 
Gray, “I shouldgbeg of you to-allow us to ttavel with you 
on this wonderful voyage in quest of the Valley of Dia- 
monds.” 


“I fear that would be 5 agains ” said Frank, politely, 1 


*“Oh, of course! 
“Thank you.” 
“As for that—you may drop us at. Stirling, a ‘village at 
the other end of this lake. 
easily from there.” 

“Very well.” 

A short while later the Air Canoe descended in n the vicin- 
ity of the small town named, and leave was taken of the 
scientists. 


But we wish you success, Mr. Reade.” 


We can make our way home 


Once more the Air Canoe shot upward and took its south- 
ward course. | 


No other aeronauts were encountered, and in two days’4 


time Pomp sighted the Gulf of Mexico. 
Some hours later they were above this vast body of water. 


Straight to the southward the air-ship kept, passing over 
_ certain islands of the West Indies. | 


Then one day land was sighted, which Frank declared 
to be the coast of Venezuela. 

The air-ship was here allowed to descend nearer the earth. 

The rocky coast was revealed, with its shores rich with 
tropical verdure. 

The heat was intense, and the voyagers had all donned 
white linen suits and cork hats. . s 

Frank took his bearings, and calculated that they were 


_ As they were so near the estuary of the great river it 


Accordingly the air-ship was headed a little to the east, 
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a phen the next + ora Barney first sighted the mouth 
of the mighty river so near the equator, => 








voyagers. 


- 


The delta of the Orinodo procentifi a. scene of impres- 


sive grandeur. 

Divided into a thousand streams the great river here 
waters a vast territory, back of which the scenery is as wild 
and grand as any human mind could conceive. 

The air-ship was now headed inland. 

Several large towns were passed Overy and i in one of these 
there’ was a large fort. . 

From this cannon shots were fired upward at the Air 
Canoe. : ” 

But at that height our voyagers could laugh at this. 

From what could be seen of the people below, they seemed 
to have been thrown into a state of the greatest excitement. 

There was no doubt but that the appearance of the air- 
ship had a superstitious effect upon them. 


Frank did not retaliate, for he had no desire to shed hu- — 


man blood. 

With his dynamite. projectiles he could have blown the 
town to atoms, but he did not think of such a thing. 

The air-ship passed on over mighty plantations where 
negro slaves were at work in gangs. 

On for a whole day the Air Canoe swiftly, ale 


Then civilization was left behind, and a country wilder 
than the human imagination could picture was encountered. © 
The country now became more oe and waterfalls be- 


came frequent. 

At times small native settlements were seen in the woods 
below. 

The air-ship was sailing over the surface of the river when 
a thrilling incident occurred. 

Across the river, at an angle where it was not very wide, 
a rope bridge was stretched. 

The ropes were manufactured of a kind of fiber or vine 


which grows in the forest, and are very strong and durable. 


Often the South American natives bridge the deepest 
chasms of most dangerous streams with these ropes. . 

At sight of the rope bridge Barney gave a sharp cry. 

“Shure, wud yez luk at the bridge av ropes!” he cn 
“that’s foine worruk, to be shure.” 

“You are right!” cried Frank. 

A native, half naked, had started to cross the rope. 

It was a female, and she was half way across when she 
chanced-to look up and see the air-ship. _ 

A yell of terror escaped her lips, and she went off the 
bridge like a flash. 5 
Down into the water she went with a great splash. — 
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A wonderful sight was spread before the gaze of our 


“But, ah—look at that.” 
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But this’ was not all. 
The moment she struck the water, from the shores about 


; ee there started a myriad savage alligators, pr eager for a 
. “i 
meal. 


Bht Haine fi lifted her i in Hie powerful an arms 1 and yale ed 
to Pomp. ee * 
The darky started the Air Canoe forward, and in this 
manner Barney and his charge were swung across the bosom 
of the river to the land. 
Here the Celt dropped his load and himself upon the 
ground. | : i 


But the native woman at once fell upon her face before | — 


Foe) 
‘You 








4 


a 


Peiser ks 2 






CHAPTER IV. 




















THE WHITE EXILE. 





her rescuer in the most abject manner. 
“Be jabers, yez needn’t do that,” cried the Celt, humor- __ 
ously. “Shure it'snot perlite in ye to throw yesilf ata gin- 






The fall of the native woman. into the water was a mat- 
ter of little consequence. . 

She could have swam double that distance to eid 

But in the treacherous waters of the.river, with the alli- 
_ gators all about her, her fate seemed sealed. 
“Begorra, it’s eaten up she'll be!” cried Barney. 


tleman’s feet. The leddies in our counthry don’t do a 
It’s the other way, begorra.” 

But the ative woman evidently believed her captor a - 
deity, and was bound to pay him homage. : yas 














_ “Golly, you’se right!” cried Pomp. Frank from the deck saw the situation. a 
- “She must be saved,” declared Frank, with rigid face. He laughed in amusement. . 
“Barney, down with the rope ladder. Lively! Pomp, you} “Now is your chance, Barney!” he cried. “Why don’t & 
steady the ship.” 5! you catch on?” | oe 
Barney needed no further bidding. “Shure an’ I might av if I wasn’t'a married man,” cried ss 





The way he put the rope ladder over the ‘rail was won- 
derful. 
Frank Reade, Jr., sprang to the dynamite gun in the 
bow. | 2M 
ae The native woman had crawled upon a rock, but she was 
by no means out of the way of the alligators, who were com- 
ing for Her full tilt.” 
Frank pulled back the air-valve of the pneumatic gun 
and set a projectile in the breech. 
He took careful aim at a mass of the-alligators, and pulled 
the lever. 
The next moment the projectile struck the water and 
raised a column fifty feet in height. 
| Half a dozen dead alligators lay belly upward in the 
W water. 
Quick as a flash Frank turned the gun in another direc- 
tion and fired. 


the Celt. “Shure, it’s not ivery man can have the ladies =. 






worship him.” . 
Frank came down the ladder with this, Pomp mentite 4 
lowering the Air Canoe. o sh ae 
But no sooner had the young inventor’s feet touched the | 
ground when a startling thing happened. he 
From the undergrowth about a full score of uncouth na- s 
tives leaped out. , | 










They were armed to the teeth. : 

But at sight of the air-ship they all fell upon their faces. “4 

“Begorra, it’s a very polite lot av haythins they be, to 
be sure,” cried Barney. “Mebbe it’s may way av gettin’ 
acquainted.” r 

“No doubt,” said Frank, with a laugh. 

Finally, one of the natives, evidently the chief of the 
tribe, arose, and ventured’to approach Frank. . 







He was a white-haired, patriarchal-looking old fellow, 


f The effect was the same. and wore a huge embroidered belt of python’s skin. by 
3 | Tt was a slaughter of saurians. He jabbered away for a few moments, and then _ began Fa 
'. + The water was red with blood and the bodies of the alli- | sign talk. iy 
| gators floated everywhere. As near as possible Frank learned from him that they 
Meanwhile, Barney had gone down the rope ladder like a were at the moment in the heart of a dangerous country, 
monkey. | - |and that there were hostile tribes near. 


He reached down and threw one arm about the terrified] , “Well,” said Frank to Barney, after a while, “we can gain 
native woman. | nothing by staying here. Let us get out!” 
“Shure, av yez will help yersilf a bit we'll soon git yez} “All roight, sor.” , 
out av this scrape,” cried the Celt. Barney had turned to go aboard the air-ship. 
; But the native woman was too terrified to heed what was}. But at that moment a startling thing happened. a 
re said to her, fior could she have understood pee if she} There came from the woods a wild cry, and into the ) 
bee had. | open sprang a man. | “a 
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irst the Caren t sok him 


a pr x ; ve 
ree He was dressed just the same, ad his skin Aco for 
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280 long to the tropical sun was of nearly the same color. 
But that he was a white man, and an American, was 
Bit quickly known. 
. Long matted hair fell aon upon his shoulders, and a 
_ beard upon his breast. 

He rushed up “to Frank, crying wildly: 
| “One of my own countrymen. God be praised! — How 
_ glad I am to see you!” 


“Heavens!” gasped Frank. “Who are you?” 
“Well may you ask that question!” cried the nomad. “I 
have nigh lost my identity in all these years!” | 
‘ “You are a white man?” ¢ 
: “Yes; and a native of New York. Are you an Ameri- 
: ean?” 
x “T am.” 
tae “I knew it. My name is Jasper White. I was once a 
x man of wealth in New York City.” 















a ested in the tale. 


“ But—what are you doing here °F asked Frank, in amaze- 
ment, 
“Ah, that is a sad story. I did sot stay here and sont 
_this life omy own free will.” 

“Indeed” 

“ighteen years ago I invested my fortune in a mine in 

_ British Guiana. 

d been victimized, and was a ruined man.” 


I came down here to look it up, found that 


‘The stranger covered his face with his hands and wept. 

Finally he continued : 

“T also learned that my wife had proven fale, to me, and 
~ had eloped with the man who had effected my ruin. Fora 
time I was almost a maniac.” 

“That was hard,” agreed Frank. 

“T cursed them both, and if I could have got back to 
America then, I think I would have killed them. But I 
could not. 
in this accursed land. . 

“Well, after a time I tried to tora it, and I drifted into 


the woods. 


I had no money, nor could I borrow, beg or steal 


One day our party was set upon by natives, and 
all were killed but me. 

“My life was interceded for by the chief’s daughter. I 
-was taken into the tribe, she became my wife according to 
their forms, and here I am. 

“Eighteen years I have lived in the same manner as 

primitive man. You are the first of my people whom I 
have seen in that time.” 

- “Indeed !” exclaimed Frank, who had been deeply inter- 
“Yours was a 


“You will agree to that?” ny 


sad experience.” 





| ool ZS | ae 
“y presume you are anxious to st back to America?” | 
Sas 
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| The stranger’s face wore a sad and sorrowful expression. 
His breast heaved with emotion. 
“T will agree to put you in.the way to get back,” declared - 
Frank, 
“No,” said the stranger, firmly. 
go back.” 


“T have no desire to 


y a 
““No desire?” : r 
“No.” sit ie 
“<p h +?” *~ 
ray, why no “ 


“It is easy to see. If I go back to America I will have 
no money, no friends. My former friends are dead or lost 
My wife is gone, my home, my all.” — 

He paused, and then continued with great bitterness: 


to me. 


“You can see that I would be a more miserable wretch 


there than here.” * Oy ae 


Frank nodded his head. | 


“Perhaps you are right.” :% 
“T know that I am. What is more, my native Seite has 
In a measure I have educated 
her and brought her much to my level. 


been true and loving to me. 


children and our primitive home is happy.” 

The recluse stepped forward and gripped Frank’s hand. 

“T thank you kindly,” he said, “but you can see why I 
do not eare to go back !” ) 

“T do,” replied Frank, heartily. ‘And I think you may 
be right. At any rate, I wish you all success,” . 

“T thank you.” 

After that the conversation turned upon other topics. 

Jasper White, the recluse, avas wholly astounded when the 
Air Canoe was shown him. . 

“T can remember the wonders of the steamship and the 
railroad,” he declared, “but I never expected to see this 
problent of sailing in the air solved.” 

“Well, you see it now,” said Frank, pleasantly. “If you 
see fit to leave your home here I will take you to the nearest 
seaport.” | 

“No; I will stay here.” — 

The natives, under the influence of their white chief, now 
ventured to come nearer the air-ship. — 

They, indeed, became quite social, and even went so far 
as to bring presents of nuts and a tiger skin to Frank. 


In return they received some articles of steel and some 


old garments, which delighted them greatly. 


_ When it was generally known that-the voyagers had saved _ 
one of their women from the alligators, the natives —~— 


more than ever t friendly. 


We have pretty 
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the bight of the sedre oF thove of dead alligators in the| | 


a 





river was a thrilling one to the natives. 
a tt seemed to give Jasper White an idea. 
‘ He advanced to Frank’s side. 


i e “T wish we might secute your co-perton in a little 

ie matter,” he said. 

a “What is it?” asked Frank. 

. “There is a tiger of the man-eating species which has 

| troubled us for a year past. He has caused the death of 

Be fully a dozen of our people.” : 

“Tyideed 2? 
“If you could help us to hunt him down, we eal pay you 


‘ \ ; 


B 


hs ; 
__- In any way within our power.” 


_. “I will do that with pleasure,” replied Frank, reaily 

a «Thank you a thousand times! 1 , 

Pe Barney and Pomp were delighted with the idea of a tiger 
Peis _ hunt. | | , 


It promised excitement of the most intense kind, = this 
a) wae vastly to their liking. 

ie _ Jasper White led the way through a leafy s screen of for- 
J De est to the native village. 

Be Here a curious scene was spread out to the gaze of the 
‘al ‘ “ voyagers. It was much to the edification of Barney and 


{ ‘ 
i Pomp. 
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CHAPTER V. 
TAMING THE TIGER. 


~The native village embraced half a hundred conical 
shaped huts. 

They were made of palmetto leaves intertwined and 
___ framed, and were absolutely impervious to water. 
The native women were collected for a dance i in 1 honor of 





the visitors. Rat t9% 
: These were in the main comely, and the curious dance was 
not ungraceful and quite amusing. 
r Then the chief’s guests were Mvited to Gaxticipata th in a 
eo, ,.. feast. 


Us "Phis consisted much of game, wild fruits and yams. 
An appetizing drink made from a peculiar plant et in 
the forest was indulged in. 
< All this ceremony over with, the tiger hint was broached. 
~The air-ship was brought down into the village. 


bs . Arrangements were quickly made. 
4 7 It was known to a certainty where the tiger's lair Wad. 
< This was in a deep jungle, not far from the. village. 


‘ jungle, armed with torches to defend themselves. 





| the tiger Frank would annihilate it with’ one of his d 


orth. 


“Phere was 1 Bo 30 doubt but that the he tiger we ie6 com me { TD 
‘The air-ship would hover over the jungle, Sind at yt tof 





mite projectiles. 


(a 
} a 


The pneumatic gun was trained and ready. _ A % . 
Frank and Barney and Pomp, with J asper White, bas 
on board. © . ° | a 3 ‘ 


The air-ship went up otie hundied feet, and started for 
the jungle. | | . og 4 | 
The sensation of sailing in the air was an n exciting one to 
Jasper. Oe *s 
He was for a time wholly carried away with the ane 
But exciting incidents were close at hand. - 
The air-ship now hung over the jungle, and J asper a. 
pointed out the spot where the beast had its lair. *% | ae i 


Beaten paths were seen in the jungle, leading in 1 all di- ti a 


a 


rections, | | 
These, it was declared, had been made by the brute. _ aa 
The jungle had always been a resort of terror to the eS 

tives. ; | “a 


It, could be seen that the natives were already ancifeling 
the jungle and beginning to beat the grass. | ‘a , 
- But Frank Reade, Jr. » did not feel ee to oe for all # ag 


this business, Y Ss 
The young inventor conceived a better and more se a “ * 
tious idea. | 4 
“Well, my friend,” he said to White, “you oie that ie, 
-- | the beast is in that jungle, do you! a is 
Vit eay ae replied White. 4 ae a 
“All right.” MCR a 
“What are you going to do?” Sst 7 
“Scare him out.” | , a 

_ “How 2” , | 4 
oH 


“T will show you.” 

“But I would pray you wait. 
in that.” 

“| haven’t the slightest doubt of that,” replied ah a 
“but I know a quicker way.” 


My men will soon succeed 


“You do?” é ‘3 
&“ Yes.” , 


“Ah, well, I have nothing to say.” j Sy 

Frank advanced to the bow of the Canoe and trained the 4 
gun upon the thick clump, believed to be the lair of the 
man-eater. 

Then he sent a pepedaala down into the place. | 

There was a terrific explosion. | 9 4 

The result was wonderful. | 1 


Earth, stones, grass and here up into the air was F 


? 


It was planted that a score of the natives would beat the} great height. | "ag 


_ ‘The noise of the ee had hardly died Out when 


s ie 
' ’ oh P 
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> df. he hee b as ih ‘ aT: 7 





Rt ee there leaped a alee specimen of the South 
_ American tiger. 
_ He was a monster of his Bias 
_ There he stood, lashing his tail and glaring up at the 
— air-ship with a wicked light in his eyes. | 
_ “Whew!” cried Frank. “He is a big fellow, in’t he?” 
“Didn’t I tell you so.” 
“You're right!” . 
“Begorra, I’ll take me ’davy that Barnum niver had the 
| oh _ loikes av him in his big menagery!” cried Barney. 
a: : _ “Huh!” sniffed Pomp. “Didn’t-yo’ eber see a tiger out- 
side ob Barnum’s, afo’, yo’ big fool Pishman !” 


ay 


a: 


mer.) 
ir 


2 


% Se “ ‘Go aor the wheel, Serpe es 





“the ore . Penk oat, ‘and A dn renee open yah co the| 3 


sae fhe + wire had tvitled aane and come in datdaet with | 
the tiger. 


‘Such a light object as the wire dia san disturb the beast 


| more than a fly would. 


He remained where he was lashing his tail. ~ 
“Hold the ship steady, Pomp!” cried Frank Reade, Jr. 
Then into the battery room he sprang. 


Quick as a flash he jammed the wire between two apa g ) 


‘mos and set on the whole current. 
It was vivid lightning which leaped over that wire. 


| the heavy forceps, Frank extracted at least half of the tiger’s 
powerful teeth when the animal began to come to. — 


vn! 


ay 


oe 


es 


oe, YY 
eg y 
ar 
ee 

o 


ae 


<n ie 
i 


“ 


The shock was sufficient to have pranpanie? a troop of 
“Be jabers, it’s a fool yez call me, eh?” spluttered fh horses. 
* hey, making a pass at the darky. The tiger with a stunning roar plunged forward and eae 
Ke “Dat am what yo’ am.” in a heap. = 
3 “T’ll have yer hide fer that, navene? i Frank, with insulating gloves, was. handling the wire. 
: | Barney and Pomp would have had a cae then and there,| The tiger lay like one dead, but Frank, to make ay gave 
 * but Frank stopped it, him another shock. 
| There was too much other fun ahead now, and the prac-| Then he said to Pomp: ‘e 
on joking was stopped. | | “Down with the air-ship!” | 
“Frank could have sent a projectile‘down and blown the} Down settled the Air Canoe until it rested on the sean 
tiger into mincemeat with ease. ? Then Frank sprang over the rail and approached the 
But another idea had come into his mind. | tiger. a 
*  °“Tjook here, White,” he said, with a laugh. “You say| All this while J asper White had be regarding ‘the 
. that tiger has eaten. up twelve of your people?” scene with amazement and mystery. | 
ER Te Sil “T don’t understand it,” he muttered. “ What asters es 
“Well, how muda you like him for a peti e7? is it—what terrible power ?” | 
The recluse was astounded. P “It is the power of the lightning stroke,” said rasiks 
“What do you mean?” he asked. explanatively. “It is. electricity, which man has learned 
“Just what I say.” to handle.” ! | 
“For a pet?” Bie ee “Wonderful !” 
» “Yes,” Frank put his hand upon the tiger’s form, 
“T am sure—I—that is, I cok dnderstang your mean-| He felt the heart beat, and knew that the animal was 
ing.” ) | alive. > 
“Well, supposing I Latah that chap alive ?” But he held the charged wire in readiness to vive another 
“ Alive ?” | shock if necessary. 
‘age? f Beforé leaving the air-ship he had provided himself with 
White indulged in a shiver. : some peculiar tools. 
: “T fear you are joking!” he said. One of them was a powerful pair of shears, and another 
“Am I!” exclaimed Frank, with a laugh. “Pl show a huge pair of pincers or forceps. | 
you.” é Quickly he proceeded with the shears to cut off the sharp | 
The young inventor went into the cabin and came out points of the tiger’s claws. | 
quickly with a long steel wire. The animal could make no resistance, being still unable 
' This was wound upon a spool very closely. to move.. ; Parcs 
Frank began to unwind it and paid it out over the rail} Ina short time Frank had robbed. the monster of these 
of the air-ship. weapons of offence, and next tackled the huge heast’s teeth. 
| ae % - Down it went until it touched the ground. This was.not such an easy matter, but with the aid of | | 
ie Then Frank said: 
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. while he finished his task, XN | 
The huge man-eating beast was without claws or teeth. 


with his heavy paws. 
“Hors du combat!” cried Frank. “There, friend White, 
you may make a pet ‘of your man-eater, if you wish !”” 
The recluse was quite overcome.. 
‘Really, Mr. Reade,” he said, in a F dontnsvd: way, uy never 
heard of a case like this i in my life.” 
“All the better,” cried Frank, gaily. 
know that one is the originator of a process.” he 
et “T never before heard of a tiger’s teeth being pulled. We 
Ae ss.” will take the beast and keep him in your remembrance.” 
re The natives who had witnessed the operation were awe- 
struck. 
They regarded Frank as something of a deity. 


with no other means of keeping the animal passive than a 
seemingly innocent wire, was no ordinary being. 
Frank laughed well, as did Barney and Pomp. 


Bo % for the tiger, and his forward legs were hobbled. 
In this manner the monarch of the jungle found himself 
when he recovered from the electrical shocks. | 
Slowly the tiger came to. Si . 
When the beast saw the crowd about it sprang up with a 


yw 


hideous roar. as on 








F< hobble, 


e : ~ Another ‘hook with the wire, s, chowerver, caused him to} 
| warriors in grotesque dances. 
 inariedly and resihtvely. Frank worked. - “fat a short 


It seemed as if he was rendered wholly defenseless, but | ish?” 


yet it was not forgotten that a tiger can deal a terrific blow 
- Pomp was a skilled player on the former, and Barney 0 on ie ae 
the latter. 3 1 2 : 


lively clog upon his banjo. : 9 P 
“Tt?s pleasant to. ats 


est. : ) 3 | ee 


yer best!” 


Surely, a man who could pull a man-eating tiger’s teeth 


a But a muzzle was made of heavy straps and plaited ropes | 


some very need Trish airs. 
They cheered him way, and wanted more. arta a 


Then followed a terrific struggle. with the “thuzale and 


“The a dancing 1 maidens appeared a 





It was all very inveresting to the pales. Sie ¢ on ae 
But Pomp said: (ea 
“Huh! 


\ 


TI done fink we kin beat dat music all out. Eh, ‘ 3 


ty 


“Begorra, it’s roight ye are, naygur !” cried Barney. | 
Into the cabin they ran. ) 









bu +a 


When they came out. they had a hes and fiddle, 


' Pomp waltzed into the center of the camp: and began a ‘an 


Instantly. the natives ceased their own discordant music. 
They crowded about the two servitors, agog with ieee! 





“Do ia oe 


ee 


“T’ll give yez fust show, naygur !” cried Faneee 

























“ AVright, sah!” 

Pomp whirled the banjo into position, and began work. 
He was an uncommon good player. 

The way he rattled off the music there was aiualiiiige 





He sang plantation medleys, song ee gene and many ee : 


z oe 


others. Ce: | al 


The natives ecstatically applauded to the echo. ®) ne 
Then came Barney with his famous Irish fiddle. ; ) 
The Celt played jigs and arias, and wound uP Py singing | 


But it was.a late hour, and all felt called upon to retire. ; 
The fete was ended for the night. : . ae 


| rs | Guards were “posted, -and all were soon fast asleep, i as 
i. Be The result was that the natives, with. yelk Mi triumph | ‘The next day Frank decitted to leave the Tanagua village ee " 
Ee snared the beast with ropes and dragged! it Dac to ae vil- at an early hour. a 
, Cai vor ARE. | ee | It was before sunrise. 
a : * The air-ship returned to the native hiss Bg oe! | Yet every native was on hand. 
_ Frank had decided to remain there until thé next day. | “Remember that you will always be welcome in Tanagna 
‘ l Accordingly preparations were made by “the delighted Land! !” cried Jasper White, warmly. “You will never be 
. Tanaguas for a grand fete i in, honor of their distinguished forgotten. ” Mater 
guests. | 3 an ae | “Tt is pleasant to know that,” said ae 
re ! a —— eo “By the way, Mr. Reade, are you traveling for pleasure ? 2» 
| i | | a i : Frank gave a start. : 
CHAPTER. VI. | “Ah, that makes me think!” he exclaimed. “TI want to 
| * ihe : -__ lask you, Mr. White, if you have ever heard of the Valley of 
Pees xa POMP SQUARES UP WITH BARNEY. ——«| Diamonds?” | ie a 
ee aaa yo“ Why, certainly.” ss 
Li The native encampment was gay that night Pe ees “Where is it located ?” 





_ and well. ate fo eas eae Wc aak sat 


Watch fires were built, and the tom-tom was beaten loud : | 
"it is in Mazoota Land.” — 







; Far down in Brazil. Near the Rio Negro. 
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“Tt always has been. The Mazootas are hard fighters, 
and always hostile. Then there is the Serpent Valley to 
<I 

“Tndeed !” ° 

“You will be almost sure to be attacked by ction in 
‘that valley.” 

“You don’t mean it ?” 

Syes:'¥. do.” | 

“Then you think we will have trouble?” 

_ “Ah, I forgot,” said White, with a low bow. 
the Air Canoe can go anywhere.” 

“Ts there any truth about the discovery of diamonds 
there?” | ' 

*Tt is all truth. The sands of the river are full of dia- 
‘monds.” | | 

“Thank you for the information.” 

A short while later the air-ship took leave of J asper 
White’s settlement. | 

Straight to the southward now our voyagers bore. 

To attempt an adequate description of that mp would be 
out of the question. 

The country over which they passed was wonderful to 
view. Eien | uns 

Vast forests of the most beautiful mahogany ‘ne other 
woods alternated with deep swamps and ee ‘reaches of 
level plain and lowland. 


“Of course, 


AS 


Rivers which were almost lakes in width were aki hy: 

The woods were filled with wild animals of all | dese | 
tion. — 

Chattering snidhaieaes peopled the tree en aid birds « 
most brilliant plumage flew hither and thither. a | 
- Barney and Pomp never tired of watching the seem, 

They were fond of trying shots at the gaan, rr: whieh 
was plentiful. 

Some wood deer were seen pousiens in a snes in t heh 
woods. fein | wok 

Barney conceived the idea of bagging one of’ them, ae 

“Shure, it’s quite fashionable now to have the antlers in 
yer ancistral hall, an’ be jabers, I’m not goin’ to be behind 
‘the toimes,” declated tHe Celt. 

“Huh!” grunted Pomp. “I jes’ fink yo’ wud hab hard 


wo’k fo’ to find de hall.” 


. 


“Be jabers, don’t yez ridicule a wien !” cried Barney, over it. 
“Shure, I’m a lineal descendant av the ould Trish 
kings, an’ shure they had many an ancistral hall’ an’ many | 
—s- pair av deers’ antlers to adorn it wid.” ‘ 

But Pomp was skeptical. 


with ire. 


| Tiiaces drew a bead upon one of the deer and fired. 





a foine shot I med. Wud yez luk at that, naygur. 


| | foolish enough to give the full current. 












a; , ay 


"However, he Teoh narel to eke no io ferthar a den 


The shot was true. 


“The animal leaped into the ‘air and fell dead. 
“Whurroo!” cried Barney, triumphantly. 
Shure, 
now, I’ll have me antlers to pay fer it.” 
| Pomp’s eyes twinkled. 

He had long been waiting for a dHatine to get square with — 
re for the whitewash trick played upon him. 3 

“ He believed that the chance was now offered. 

He kept his own counsel, while Barney proceeded to lower 
the ship so that he might secure the antlers. 

As it happened, Frank was asleep in the cabin.’ 

This, Pomp believed, was an opportunity not to be de- 
spised of having a little fun. te 

Down settled the Air Canoé’and rested upon the ‘Brom 
near the spot where lay the deer. 

Barney, with hunting knife in hand, sprang ae the rail. 

In. another moment he went over and pity for the 
deer. 

‘It required but a moment or two for him to rip off the 
deer’s antlers. 

Pomp in the meanwhile had not been idle. 
_ He had sneaked into the cabin and brought a wire out. 


“This he hitched to the rail and connected with the dyna- — 


; MOS. . 


The current thus was sent into the rail. Pomp was not 


Tt was a nice dose prepared for Barney. 

The Celt had procured his antlers, and now started to 
| rerun to the air-ship. : 
at {Begorra, wud yez luk at the loikes av thim!” he cried 


) truimphantly, waving the antlers aloft. 
, « ey am jes’ fine, ain’t dey, I’ish?” said Pomp. 


ui a kin bet on that, naygur.” 
fr ? yo" do wid ’em?” ; 
Bran T tell yez? Shure, Pll put them ie. over the 
ater av me castle in ould Treland. a 
“Yo’ mean yo shanty, Vish.” ; 
“Whisht now, gossoon | Td have yez undherstand that 
Barney O’Shea was niver born in a shanty.” 
Pomp looked incredulous. 


But Barney now reached the rail and started to spring 


The next moment he was sorry for the attenipt. 


ii 


~ He placed his hand upon the iron and received the full 
Tokce of the current. — 


It. was simply tremendous. 


“Shure, it’s — 
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He was frgtied eck eke a puppet aa lay wpe ‘the. ground | 
: ~ counting shooting stars. . 
e ~ “Qw-ouch! Divil take it ? he yelled, i in agony. 
\ it’s killed I am !” 

But he was a good ways from being killed. 


“Shure 


He recovered quickly and was upon his feet instantly. 

He saw Pomp SCROUEG with mirth soling about the 
deck. AS ee 

“Ho, ho, ho!” laughed the darky. 


ra y¥ 
— _ squar’ wid de whitewash !” 
A madder Trishman than Barney was never seen. 


e “Tl av the scalp av yez for that!” 
, “Huh! 
_ “Begorra, ye'll see!” 


Don’ yo’ fink yo’self so smaht, Tish!” 


_ Barney made a rush for the rai? 
He cleared it at a bound and reached the deck. 
. There was no doubt but that he would have tackled Pomp 
- roughly, but for an incident. 
Frank Reade, Jr., appeared: in the cabin door. 
“What is all this?” cried the young inventor, sternly ; ; 
C “what do you mean by this kind of work?” 
Po Barney and Pomp melted. . 
: Pomp disconnected the wire, and Barney laid the antlers 
on the deck in mute explanation. _ + 
Frank was half tempted to smile, but instead, said firmly : 
“Don’t ever dare to descend without my orders again. 
: There is great risk in doing so.” 
nae “A’right, sah!” said Pomp, sneaking into the pilot-house. 
: The’ Air Canoe once more sprang aloft and peseniaed on 
her journey. : é 





As the days passed now they began to draw salir near 
that region where Frank believed that he would find the 
famous Valley of Diamonds. 

One day with a glass he sighted a distant range of hills 
and made a startling statement. : 

“Tf I am right, yonder is the Valley of Pythons !” he de- 
clared, “and that beyond it 1 is the Valley of Diamonds. th 

Barney and Pomp were at once all excitement. 

Of course, they were eager to reach their destination, and 


_ “the Air Canoe was put to full speed. 


Soon they passed over a mighty deep gorge between ae 


mountain heights, and entered a broad valley. = + 

The Air Canoe thus far had performed the journey in 
rare good fashion. - 

Barney now, however, came up from the cabin, and said: 

“Be jabers, Misther Frank, the wather is nigh out of the 
Shure, wouldn t it be better to fill thim at, 









storage jars. 





& é Dat am jes’ paying | 
yo’ back fo” yo’ treatment ob me, yo’ big stuff. Dat am| 


“Be me sowl, did yez play that thrick on me?” he yelled. | for the cause was at once apparent to the others. ~ hs 


4 iN hi ia iad ma tig alin 


i 90 Se oe er a - 
a 2 r yet J 
A = : andl = 
eo he ee SU a : 
a aaa - 








oun 
































" “Why, of course !” cried the young inventor. “Te m at F 
be done at once !” 
An alarming cry came from Pomp at this moment. 


~ 
CHAPTER VII, 


IN THE PYTHONS VALLEY. , 
The cry given by Pomp was one of great alarm. - : 4 ii 
But it was not necessary for him to explain his alarm, — 


The Air Canoe had seemed to lose its headway and had 
begun to sink down to the earth. . $ q . a 
“We are falling!” cried Frank. “What i is ‘the TER | 

He rushed into the dynamo room. 
It was easy to see. Co 
The dynamos did not work. ‘i 
What was the trouble? j : oy. 
Frank guessed at once that it was on account onang, hearty | 
storage jars. | hi oa 
However, no harm could be done if the Air Can 7 
not strike pe earth too hard. : 
But it seemed to settle gradually. | ee ee 
The rotascopes kept up sufficient motion to steady. the Re : 
ship. | ; ae 
Down went the aerial vessel and rested upon an open ~ ie 5 





space of ground in the verge of a dense growth of trees. 
Here the Air Canoe rested safe and secure. j . 
With joy Frank saw a deep brook near, from which to get 
water to replenish the jars. ah 
“Golly, Marse Frank!” cried Pomp, with wide, open eyes, 
“we’se jes’ in good luck this time !” ae 
“You are right!” agreed Frank. 
work for us all to do, and we must get about it.” a 
The two faithful servitors needed no urging. ° he 
A line of hose, connected with a force pump, was led to | 
the waters of the brook, | : a 
But before water could be pumped, a series of most thrill: fe 
ing incidents occurred, 
Barney was at the edge of the brook with the end of ee: fy 
hose. 
_ Pomp was half way to the Air Canoe. 
Barney thrust the end of the hose into the brook, - a 
He was about to rise when he stepped upon what he ; Ms 
thought was a long palmetto log. ag 

‘The Celt’s surprise was beyond expression when the sup- 3 2 
posed log yielded = suddenly baenune a aot, ais i 
bo dy? Sy 


4 ? 0 





| <i Brownbodt x rose in tha airand dhrew ‘itself into 


ti Pie 
“Tare an’ “ounds!” shrieked the astounded and terrified 
F “Celt “Tt’s a shnake! Shure it’s kilt I am. Help— 
| ely 
Barney made a dive for the Air Canoe. 
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t But the huge python, for such it was, threw out a coil and 
BS caught him. aia 
| a Ima trice Barney was lifted eon his feet, felt his ‘ats 
Pt) - racking and saw the snake’s huge jaws over him. 
i E The poor fellow shrieked with terror and despair. 
Bk Pomp was so dazed and horrified that he could not act. 
But at that opportune moment Frank came on deck. — 


He saw the situation. 








































At once he cried: 
“Keep quiet, Barney. Don’t try to make a move!” 
The Celt heard Frank’s voice. | 
“Save me, Misther Frank!” he cried. «Shure, it’s the 
ind av me!” - 

‘Have courage!” shouted Frank, and quick as a flash he 
threw his Winchester to his shoulder. 

He knew that it was a fine shot, and that only a chance 
of very narrow kind would save the Celt. — | 

But he did not hesitate to make it. - 

He aimed straight at the huge serpent’s head. 

Crack ! 

The bullet sped on its way. 

Instantly the tables turned. 
The ball struck the wrens head and void it to a vul- 
. gar fraction. 
, ‘There was a convulsive plunge and leap ‘af the, coils. 
Barney felt himself freer and sprang away. , 

But the headless coils of the snake went bwisting away 
into a,pile of bulrushes, 3 

~ No sooner liad it struck the bulrushes, howe when t 


clump seemed alive with twisting bodies. 4, 





“%. 
: 


Out into the open shot a huge python. se 
A second came close behind, and then a third. ee f 
Three of the monsters were in the open. 
. “Heavens !” gasped Frank, “I never saw such a den a 
snakes !?” | 
Barney had just clambered aboard the Air Canoe. 
Pomp had his rifle ready and drew aim upon one of the 


pythons. 
“We are indeed in the Python Valley,” cried trak: 
“Did you ever see so many snakes before ?” : 


“Look out, dar!” cried Pomp. 
dat chap wif de yeller body.” 
aN _gGrack! ! . \ 

a i “The darky’s rifle aBbre: 


“T’se jes’ gwine to smash 







eet his aim eae not beet y a8 oe a as ; rane the 
The bullet struck the python, but not its head... ee 
The ball plowed into the ee s body and made an ugly K 
wound. ; 


The huge serpent, fully forty feet in length, reared in the a 


air, hissed savagely, and started for the Air Canoe. |. 


_ The attack of the python was no light ners to our 


voyagers. 


That huge glistening body weighed enormously, and was a é 


possessed of tremendous strength. 
If it should strike the air-ship full tilt the effect might 
be serious. . pe 
All three of the explorers sprang for the cabin. 
Rushing in they shut the door. . 


Frank barred it. i 


He well knew the danger. 


Lf any of the pythons came aboard of the Ait Canoe, there _ “fl 


was no doubt but that a bloody battle must ensue. 


Frank rushed to a port-hole and fired another shot at the. a 


oncoming snake, 
But it did not check it. 
On came the python like a veritable thunderbolt. 
It struck the ara s rail with a shock which shook it 


from stem to stern. | R 


All three of the seas of the cabin were thrown from. 
their feet. 















Frank was at the porthole quickly, thotiph, and. fired point a F a 


blank at the reptile. 
The shot told. 
The monster’s backhone was ee and it lay 


4h 
. 
7 


ic the deck unable to move. 


“Whurroo !” cried Barney. 
lick the bastes !” 
_ But Frank Reade, Jr., gave a gasping cry. | 
¥ ‘My God!” he cried. ‘Will you see them come? How 


2 Boles 3h 


“Shure it’s oursilves as kin 


‘fe | many of the reptiles are there, anyway ?” 
ee There was good cause for the young inventor’s exclama-- 


| tion, 


From the bulrushes, from a clump of trees near the 


mountain side and from a jungle near by, fully half a score * 


of the pythons appeared. Some of them were of enormous | 
size. | ~ 

They seemed to have been attracted by the rifle shots. 

The situation was a thrilling one. | ; 

“My soul!” gasped Frank, “there is no doubt but that 
we are in the Valley of the Pythons!” 


He realized that J asper White had not enlarged upon the 
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 plenished. 
To do this it was necessary to procure water. 
a To get water one of them must venture from the cabin.’ : 
. his it seemed most dangerous to do. What was to be 
a done ? af | ie 
f Frank’ Satined 1 that shy were eel to a kept Ina an 
ue it indefinite period.’ | 
A half-score of the i bcied pythons was no tight obstacle 
oe for them to face. og } 
ie To venture from the cabin seemed dealick certain death. 
7 But something had got to be done, and at once.’ 
ys Time was rapidly slipping away, and Btn would soon 
be at hand. se Re 
eh, In vain the young inventor tried to conjure up a plan. 
_ The pythons came about. the Air Canoe, hissing savagely, 
Bi and seemingly longing to get at the inmates. | 
a  “T don’t think we will venture out,” said Frank, as if 
Bi: talking to the snakes. “By the way, Barney, did you place 
eh the end of the hose in the brook ?” 
r ut “T did, yer kin bet,” replied Barney. 
iS “Then we ought to be able to get water,” said Frank, 
saa brusquely. , x 
e 2. The young inventor boldly risked a turn at the ep on 
at ~ deck. : | | 
Ee. - Water came, and Frank caused several bucket fal to be 
NE carried into the cabin. ie 
a ‘Some of the jars were filled. fh 
a bj: But yet there was not. enough of the subtle force to oper- 
: vate the Air Canoe’s machinery. | 
7 Also by this time the pythons had seen Frank, and seemed 
c disposed to attack him. 
c Frank was obliged to retire to the cabin again. 


| What was to be done? | 

It was useless, to think of a wholesale slaughter of the 
| _ snakes. ney : my | 
‘This would have been an nullertalane of a gigantic sort. 
ie _. » Had it been é a pack of wolves, or tigers even, it would not 
have been. difficult to terrify them'and drive them away. 
By), But the snakes knew nothing of the word fear. _ 
: They came swarming abet, the Air Canoe in vast, squirm- 


~ 


_ Ing masses. 
Several of them crawled across the deck. 
) Their tremendous weight made the joints of the aerial 
yy vessel creak and strain sorely. | 
se be Be jabers, av yez cud get a alisnee, Misther Hirenk, it 
pbs. wud be a foine: ie to give ’em the contints av the dyna- 
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“You re ‘sight !? cried Frank. 
: enough by hand to do that.” Bod pa “a Q 


4 _ “Begorra, let’s thry 161° 

? “All right, Barney. 7 | iy 

But before they could make a move to do this a loud ory y | oe 

came from Pomp. faa 

“Oh, Marse Frank !” cried the darky. 

‘wud yo’ jes’ come yar. 

‘see! y pe ‘ 
Frank Reade, Jr., lost no time in obeying. 7 
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He sprang to the loophole at which Pomp stood. 

The darky gave way to him. — 

Frank gazed through the loop-hole and beheld one of the 
strangest sights he had ever seen in his life. 


' 


CHAPTER VIII. Ae 
| THE GORILLA. i 
It was truly a strange sight whiteh the young inventor a 
beheld | | i ‘ 
The air was filled with a strange squealing noise. oN a 
The pythons seemed all in a state = unrest and excite-_ ie eM 
ment. | 4 : | a FR 
Those on the air-ship’s deck .glided off, and Frank was 
astounded to see some of them making for the cover: ‘ot the < a 
jungle post-haste. : a 
The explanation of this, however, was close at hand. 4 


Into the clearing there had swung a vast nerd of curious «— 
little animals. | ott a { 
They looked very ach like > Pigs, but ran like squirrels Pa 
over the ground. © Sta 
Frank knew at once what they were. 
He understood all. ale eh a ee 


4 


They were peccaries. is TAB FEN 4 od ae 









These curious little animals are a terror in their y way. Si 13 
Woe-to the luckless traveler or animal who gets in their * 
path when once they start to run. 


“ere / 
di 


The peccary is of the swine family, and these are all 
‘known as the implacable enemy of the snake. ‘ * - 
The huge pythons were no objects of terror to the pee’ | 
caries. 


‘No python was ever yet known to crush a peccary in its 
folds. : 
- The little sees are too > spry ad agile, and oF cach 


We a snake instanter. 


/ 


hy: ii - 
oh ie 
Me Pan NE Eo bes Nr i sa tas 





y *” Fi ' 
* 
iF yes eg 3, ATD 
a MADE , Th 2g ELI BOTRI C. AIR i 
Bo, se ey oe Stee wes Su nr Ae 


’ Pires ay Mi san aur asenorts manners ae rey see = = . naan ae T = 4s: Mens ee 
‘ae fue, Jr., knew this well. Se es Begorta, it luks to me very much loike a howling veikler i an 
rr So when he saw the peccaries coming he pan their siege | ness, ” asserted Barney. | 


a 
:) AN Ay 
, + ee i | 
























































was at an end. “Of course, ” agreed Frank; “but it is in just a wildees 
_ ‘ ~ Down into the clearing came the peccaries. 
__. There seemed a thousand of them in the drove. | 
_ - Nothing could stand before them. 
. Such of the pythons as stood their ground met a swift 
-. fate. | 
: In less than two minutes after the pecearies had struck 
thé snake scarcely a vestige of it could be seen anywhere. 
With their fearful, sharp jaws they had torn the reptiles 

_ to pieces with the swiftness and ease of a mincemeat chop- 
per. ; 

Down through the glade went the flying peccaries. 





ness that precious stones and minerals are found. Look at 






{the Kimberley mines, for example.” | 
Barney said no more. ry od 





Frank decided upon a spot to land, and the air-ship alo ae 


ital | - 


It was a level spot not far from the siren: 





ly settled down upon, the earth. 
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This latter was quite a torrent, rushing nn over rock : 


We 


at a rapid rate, > - - 
“Now for work !”" cried Frank, as he emerged. from the 


~ 


cabin with a pickax and light spade. “Come, » Barney and 


Pe oe 


Pomp, let us see héw true this story of the existence of | 


: Ina twinkling they were out of sight. diamonds is.” | | | % a 
| But not a python was left on the scene. “All roight, sor,” cried Barney. ie 

ES The peccaries had cleaned them out completely. It had} Both followed Frank over the rail. | 2 
ii been a wonderful sight, and the spectators never forgot it. The Air Canoe was securely anchored. | x 
.; “Whurroo!” cried Barney. “Did iver yez see the loikes} There was little chance for it to get away, and the young 4 ae 

: av that? Shure thim little pigs are jist loike the koind that | inventor felt. safe in leaving it.. 


-run wild in ould Treland !” , The rail had been cleverly charged with electricity. 


“Easy, Barney!” said Frank, with a laugh; “hut, come,| Any one venturing to clamber aboard would. certainly — 
: let us get out of this infamous place.” meet with a hot reception. : 

“Dat am what I say, Marse Frank,” cried Pomp. 

The darky rushed out on deck and began w work with the 
pump. 

Barney joined him, and in a short while the jars were 
filled. 


Soon the dynamos were once more working, and all was 


Barney and Pomp now had the diamond fever fully as bad 
as Frank himself. my 

A few, moments later they stood. upon the bank of the 
stream. ee ( 

Frank descended to the water's: ‘edge, a ‘aking Hp a 
handful of the soil, began to examine it. 
in readiness to start. Evidently satisfied as to its character, he began | to dig 
into the bank. ; 

Every little pebble was closely sig A a ean 

Suddenly Frank picked ae what looked ree an ordinary ee: ‘a 
pebble. 

He struck it sharply against the corner a his shovel. ee 

The result was that the outer crust was displaced. . ro . 


A brilliant light was Tae ee in a ee Frank saw 


Frank lost no time. \ 





He had no desire to stay longer in ‘the valley of = py- 
__ thons. 
‘ “The diamond valley next!” he cried. 
















The Air Canoe rose once more into the air. Down 
through the python valley went the air-ship. 

Very soon the entrance to the valley beyond was reached. 

It was a deep pass between high walls of stone. | 
The air-ship passed over it and hovered over the Valley 
of Diamonds. 
. At last the Mecea of their pilgrimage had been reached. 
The voyagers were eager to begin work. © 





There certainly was a nee stream which flowed through | Pomp. o 
“Be jabers, yell hove to worruk thin, seer 
Barney: 

“With this®ll fell to work in ase fashion. 


But the next half hour’s digging brought no fruit. 


the valley. 

| By other points Frank also recognized it as the spot pF 

. _ which they had been searching. 

anal young inventor viewed the scene with varied emo- ! 
| “It occurred to Frank as not a bad idea to change the 

“Indeed !” he exclaimed, “it is just such a spot as I locality. * } 


8 should -have imagined for a diamond mine,” pe he started up with that racine 


‘ 
ne * ‘ 
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; g But as he glanced 6 over rie 
~ Air Canoe he-beheld a thrilling spectacle. 
BE “Qreat Heavens!” he gasped, § what do you call that 2?” 
x | _ “Phwat’s that ye say?” cried Barhey, starting up. 
i: ‘ Truly it was a thrilling sight which met their gaze., 
' Crossing the-open space between them and the Air Canoe 
| * was a creature of most extraordinary appearance. faker" 
It had the form of a human being, with tremendous pro- 
portions and huge, hairy body. 
. Its long arms reached to its knees, and it oa a heavy 
sapling in its right hand. ' 
‘A gorilla!” gasped Frank. 


“Be Jabers ye're roight !” cried Barney. rv 
ae. “Qolly! I neber seed de likes ob dat afo’ in all mah 
life !? cried Pomp, in utter amazement. 
i But Frank was considering their chances for reaching the 
. Air Canoe. . . | 
| They seemed to him very slight. 
He knew that-a collision with the gorilla was inevitable 
i and must be no light affair. 
eS ‘Barney flung his rifle to his shoulder. 
b _ “Begorra, I’ll sphile the beauty av him!” he cried. 

But Frank put a hand on his rifle barrel. 

“Hold on!” he eried, sternly. 

“Howld on, is it, sor?” cried the astonished Celt. 
shure, sor, phwy should I howld on?” f 

“Tt won’t do to shoot.” 

“An’ plivy not, sor?” 

“Nothing would be gained by it. The creature’s hide is 
too tough for a bullet at this distance !” | 


“ An’ 


“Shure ye don’t mane it?” 

“Yess T dori woe 

Barney reluctantly lowered his rifle. 

“Phwativer shall we do, Misther Frank?” he asked, 
“Keep quiet for a while!” said Frank, with discernment. 
Abe “We may thank our lucky stars if we eseape an attack by 
the brute.” 

- Barney had no more to say. 

| Pomp all the while had been SeAtibins the creature with 





*, wonderment. = © 
| ' ‘The gorilla seemed. wasiod i in astonished contemplation 
of the Air Canoe. Me 


To its primitive mind the vention of civilized beings 
must have indeed been an object of wotiderment: 
The brute leaned upon its staff a moment contemplatively. 


, Then it uttered a frightful roar. . 
Whirling the stout sapling aloft he flung | it with terrific 
y i - force straight at the air-ship. | 


_.) It struck the rail with such force as te be splintered i in 
fragments. 
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digk of the bank toward ‘the | e 





word, fire !” ’ 


¢ CBegeia a yex Hes at ‘the. rusele 3 av mM 
Barney. 
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“Why, I tell you the Brazilia 
The lion is no match for | hi 


“Shure, he’s as sthrong as an ox tg, 





“Strong!” cried Frank. 
gorilla can fell an elephant. 


_ 


ae 
. 


”? ur i 
powerful arms. pe 


The gorilla, now evidently satished as to the non-offensive : 
H ys a , 


Frank now smiled. > ae 


character of the air-ship, advanced toward it. 


If the brute should chance to come in contact with the . 
rail it would be interesting to note the result. a 
‘The strongest man could not resist the electric current. sai : 
It was hardly likely that the gorilla could: But Prank 

watched with great interest. © 
The beast approached the Air Canoe cautiously. 


Then slowly it reached up and grasped the rail. | jee 
The result was thrilling, as well as extremely eouaical) ae 
For once in its life the gorilla encountered a force ereater an 
than its ewn. . 4 


As though it were but a puppet the huge brute was nal BA 
back with such force that it turned a couple of somersaults. 
A more astonished animal than that gorilla when it re-— 
covered itself was seldom seen. i 4 4 


In spite of the peril so close upon them, the voyagers could ‘ 
not refrain from a hearty laugh. 


Le , 

The gorilla heard it, and turning about saw Barney’s 
head just above the river bank. Pre oe a 4 
With a roar of wrath the beast started for him. a a 
” tiem 


CHAPTER IX. Bu 


THE NATIVE VILLAGE, 


~ 


The situation was now, to say the least, alarming. 

















Barney gave a yell and ducked his head. ° . 4 ; 
“Ocli hone, the bloody baste is afther us, Misther Frank!” ~ 
he cried. “ Ssrcunie it’s killed we'll all be!” 
It was indeed a terrifying sight to see the huge monster 
bearing down upon them so savagely. | a 
Barney was well justified in his terror. | 4 
He and Pomp crouched close beside Frank in aber er 
ror. A 
But the young inventor was as cool as an sale ee | 
He drew back the hammer of his rifle, and said, sternly: sf . 
“Stop your foolishness! Be men, now! When I give the ie 
This reassured the two servitors greatly, ad eset com 
plied. 


Truly the was a fearful object to look at. 






be monster javectere eeking’ ‘with h blood and foam. 


et 


: Ste es were staring wide with fury, and its long, power- 
mal arnis | were fiercely beating the air. : 


Straight for the three men the huge gorilla made. 


_ Should ‘he reach them and get his grip upon them, it was) 


bin if enough of their bodies could be found in a short 

4 Eine to make a funeral over. 

Loud, snarling cries Sane from the creature’s mouth. 
: , ~The next moment it was within a few yards of the edge 
a a of the bank. | 
a Tt was a critical moment. 
: Now or never. 
- Frank Reade, Jr., drew aim and then cried, in a shaking 
. . - voice: / 
“Now, boys, let him have-it !” 
Crack—ack ! 


~ The pieces blended in one explosion. 


* 


Every bullet went true to the mark. The monstrous 
beast’s hide at that short range could not withstand the bul- 
~ lets from the deadly Winchesters. 

F, The monster fell in a heap. 
Death was instantaneous. 


But the beast was not ten feet from Frank Reade, Jr. 
_ It was a decidely close call for the young inventor. 
__ With a shiver Frank drew himsel up. Barney let out a 


: triumphant yell. 

“Be jabers, we spiled him that toime, fer shure!’ he 
cried. “Shure, I thought we was all goners, be me sowl.”. 
“Tt was a close one,” admitted Frank. “But a miss is as 
good as a mile.” | 


= eS ~ 


—— 


= “Yow se jes’ right, Marse Frank,” ical Pomp. 
i All now gathered around the mighty brute and surveyed 
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It was doubtful if human eyes had ever before beheld 
| __a larger specimen of the gorilla. | 


Now that the danger was over the spirits of all arose. 

. They would no doubt have returned to the diamond dig- 
; _ gings but for an incident. 

' A sharp ery escaped from Frank Reade, Jr. 

“Heavens, that looks squally !” 


At that moment, from a clump of trees not one hundred 
yards distant, another gorilla had appeared. f 
oe He was scarcely inferior in size to the first. . 

To Frank’s horror and amazement another appeared be- 

hind him. - 

| _ In fact, in a few seconds half a dozen of the monsters ap- 
reed to view. 










_ It was a thrilling situation, 
3 To stay where they were was whole out pi the question. 
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There ' was eitaly not a moment ri lose. 
The consequences could be easily - foreseen should the gor Ae 
illas chance to get there first. . 


There was no doubt sk that. mm a tear the Air ty 
Canoe all to pieces. A. is oy _ an 
Barney and Pomp saw this as well as Frank. i one aa 
“Golly!” cried Pomp. “I done fink we don’ want no | 4 
part ob dem chaps.” | a 2 
“You're right!” cried Frank. “Break for the Canoe. ‘a 
Lose no time!” te , a0 
_ The gorillas seeming to divine the fact that one of their i 
number had been killed, uttered vengeful cries and came | & 
forward on the run, Pcie he eo. ie 


Their strides were long and loping. 
Had the distance been greater they would surely have te 
overtaken the fugitives. | ra 

_But as it was they reached the Canoe first. 

Barney rushed into the pilot-house and threw the lever 
over. 

Two of the gorillag 1 reached the rail of the Air Canoe. 

In throwing open the lever, Barney had also shut off the 
current which connected it with the rail. : 

So when the gorillas struck the rail they were not repelled 
but hung on grimly. — | | | 

The air-ship leaped into space, and the gorillas were one 
hundred feet in the air clinging to the air-ship’s rail in a 
twinkling. 

Pomp, who saw the danger of —— climbing aboard, bs ng 
seized a hatchet. . 3 

He rushed to the’ vail. 

In another moment the Satta would have drawn them- 
selves aboard the air-ship. , a 
their fingers. . : : 

“With a shriek the tai monsters relaxed their hold anid? < a a 


But Pomp brought the hatchet geercileasly down upon 


went down like rockets to the earth. | Bi pia 
All rushed to the rail to see the result. . , 4 ei 
They struck the earth in a heap and lay there. * Ric 


It was safe to assume that they had been instantly killed. 4 
Barney now checked the mao flight | of the air-ship. . a 
The Air Canoe now hung 0 over the Valley of Peni; 
motionless. Bee 
They were fully a thousand feet from the earth. 
What was to be done? : t 
There was a per plexed look in “Prank Reade, Jr.’s eyes: ‘0 
“Begorra, I’m thinkin’ they’ll be afther havin’ a hot re- | | vie ¥ 
ception fer us if we go down there agin,” averred Barney. _ 2 
The gorillas could be seen far below, stalking about and 


eRpNene in an excited state. 
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Tame i i rebated is 5 thie cover Lor their hut ts and 
" a ddcokad a startling time seemed afraid to come out. — ; 
Then by degrees their courage and confidence rer 
Frank ventured to descend from the Air Canoe’s deck and y 
went boldly among the huts. ey) an i 
He carried in his hands presents of various trinkets which , 
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ee ery. rt 


"Sur “é. ; 
i. Wasa at this sinter Frank i Hende: Ir., 
~ sight at the other end of the valley. 


Seemin gly elevated fully two hundred feet above the level 























of the valley he saw a vast body of water. Us 


- It was a broad lake, and the stream which coursed through 
he threw in at the hut doors. 








% iL “the diamond valley seemed to be the overflow, i 
i This was a matter of only transient interest, however. _ In this way he succeeded in gaining his ends. a 
P The natives, seeing that he was, after all, a human being, Si 


a Upon the shore of the las mere was a vast collection of 
native huts. — ie . | 


i 








flesh and blood like themselves, gradually regained their 


bY Oy a Hem 
confidence and came forth. ‘ty a f 





be E Indeed, it was the iaetest Aten settlement veh encount- 
3 Soon they seemed to make a friendly Lee with 


| the explorers, a 


ered, and well merited the name of city. ; 
Pe There were fully two thousand of the thatched huts. 
E: The natives themselves could be seen lounging about or 























Yet Frank could not say that he was favorably impressed a “4 
with them. eh 
They were giants im stature, with features of a repulsive a 
type. il Hi. 
Their foreheads showed intellect of the lowest type, and 


+h 


engaged in various occupations. 


Frank was much surprised at this evidence of human life 






in the midst of such a fearfully wild region. 





i 





He, however, was inclined to make the acquaintance of ee Ps 
. ; d their snaky, black eyes seemed to indicate a murderous fem- 
these natives. ; gl 
perament. | ae 
It occurred to him that he could make them of good ser- ; j ee, 
At least this was the impression received by the young in- 

vice to him.. ae 
t ventor. ‘ 
Bui a serious que:tion arose. 


Were they friendly ? 


This could only be determined by making a test. 


Succeeding events proved it to be wholly correct also. : 7 i 
Frank learned by sign talk that the savages regarded the 4 a 


Valley of Diamonds as a sacred valley. 


Frank, therefore, decided to descend and make a parley. They stood in deadly terror of the pythons ae gor Gllex. 


“ o “ga 
Be jabers, how do we know but they’re gorillas loike the - But it seemed that these never ventured upon the upper oS 


Vote 


rs?” cried Barne 
othe cried y- land, which was a most reassuring statement. 


Frank also learned by sign talk that they were not Bi hy 
first white men who had visited the place. 
The chief of the tribe led him to a row of tall stakes upon 


“Nonsense !” exclaimed Frank. “Go ahead the necessary 









distance and then dower the aia a 
“All roight, sor.” - | 
Barney was never the one to disobey. 


o 


the top of each one of which there was a skull. 


~'Ehe Air,/Canoe was propelled forward-the mecessary.<is- Moreover, it was the skull of a Caucasian, and there were 


eg 
tance and then suffered to descend. fourteen of them. 






Down it settled, and now the natives in the village saw it. Frank’s fears were verified at once, and a thrill of horror 


The effect was thrilling. seized him. ; 


‘ The greatest exartarignt seemed to take possession of 
5 

















These natives were the very tribe of whom he had been © 
them. 


They could be seen oe Yushing hither and thither in the 
wildest. of confusion. 





told murdered ‘the previous visitors, only one escaping to a 
tell the tale. , i 


te 
7 The appearance of the air-ship to them must have had a 


re F superstitious meaning. CHAPTER X. 


“Begorra, we’ve scared the loife out av = an already !” 


eried Barney. TREACHERY OF THE NATIVES. 





Frank appeared at the rail and held up his hands as a The effect of this seared upon the young inventor may ' 


token of amity to the astonished and terrified natives. well be imagined. 


The air-ship settled down upon a clear re and within] His first inclination was to turn about and visit vengeance | 
* 


upon the assassins. | a 
This he could init have done with his ‘gira gun. am af 
But upon second thought he refrained from so doing. ae 


a few yards of the village. | 
. Frank did not fear attack, for he rightly counted upon 





i ‘ the terror of the savages for protection. 





N heat’ 






) Ret it was a b ieeat eae 


| 
_ Their keen eyes and shrewd natures took in. Beorrthing: 


The electric current, which Frank exhibited to vem, was 


in their estimation but a trick. | 
' | They considered the voyagers as no more than they were 
_ themselves—human beings—and the cupidity of the savage 
_ Was aroused at once. 


." Right then and there the determination seized them to 
4 take possession of the Air Canoe. 
: Frank never committed a greater breach of. discretion in | 
a “his life. > 
‘Ri - He saw it when too late. * . ; 




































| The first and natural trick of the designing savages was 
> to profess friendship. ) 

| They came around the air-ship in a : friendty manner, and 
Barney and Pomp bartered articles with them for small 
diamonds which the natives declared came from the sacred 
valley, | 4 

By Of course our adventurers were only too glad of the op- 
i. portunity to procure the precious stones so cheaply. 

E But they did not dream of the crash so near at hand. 
For two days the voyagers ree at the native vil- 


~ lage. 


"diamond valley. 

The chief assured him that the diamonds were to be pro- 
cured nowhere else. 

Then he took Frank to the outlet of the lake. 

Here a startling sight was revealed. 

A long, natural flume led down into the valley. 

At its upper end, what seemed like a precarious collection, 
served alone to hold back the waters of the lake. 

The chief grinned when Frank remarked this. 

The savages seemed eager enough to engage in the pur- 
‘suit of diamond hunting at this upper end of the valley. 

The other end was where the gorillas were to be, encount- 
ered, and nothing would induce them to go there. | 

Frank considered this all natural enough, and did not 
demur. 

Arrangements were made.to begin work the next day. 


of the natives approaching. 

They came boldly onto the air-ship’s deck. 

Frank was surprised at this action. 

Barney was in the cabin and Pomp was on the al 
| - deck. a | 
: ae The chief made signs as if to speak with Frank. 
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l ~ Then Frank befan to think of paying a visit again to the 


Early the next morning Frank saw the chief and adGozen 


‘said Barney, 


: | » 
4 i 7 
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‘an! Sor 


‘The young inventor ae near. x | tray td Bi, 
~ Quick as a flash the chief made a sign ae. Thin’ men, and 


nes 
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they’ were upon Frank like human wolves. a ame 
The young inventor was crushed to the deck instantly. er 4 
In a flash of time he was a prisoner in the power of the ‘ 
|patives. aes Se ! Mt 


A sensation of horror swept over him. ie | my 
. Too late he saw his folly. | _ one 
Pomp was overtaken the next moment by the natives. | 
He was also overpowered. i 

But Barney had seen the danger just in time and was 


quick to act. , 


He darted into the cabin and closed the door behind him. 
There was a bolt which he shot into place. | 
The natives dashed their weight against it, but in vain. a 
The windows were iron-barred, and they could Hoe enter i 

that way. f 4 
Barney was safe. ae athe # i 
“‘Begorra, Misther Frank!” he cried, “phwativer shall I 3s 

do? If I come out to help ye, they’ll grab me, too!” ) 
“Turn the lever, eee \? erred Frank, with quick a 
thought. | | wy 
Swift as a flash Barney complied. 4 
It was certainly the best move under the circumstances. ' = 
He turned the lever. 
With a great whir and rush the rotascopes began to re- 
volve, and up shot the Air Canoe. — ae 
‘Up like a flash, and in a twinkling the eatth was a thou- 3 
sand feet below. | | 
The effect upon the natives was just what might have been 

expected. sper Git 3 i 

The sensation was a new san startling one to them. 
They became seized with a panic, and rushed to the rail. 
Frank and Pomp were both left free and uninjured. 
Barney flung open the cabin door, and both rushed in. a 
Lhe natives meanwhile were clutching the rail with chat- ay 

tering teeth and wildest terror. | 3 
“Begorra, we fooled the spalpeens that toime!” cried 

Barney. | . 
“You're right!” agreed Frank, “but it was a close call!” _ 
“Tt was that, sor! Shure, phwat will be the next move — ps 

I’d loike to know?” | 


“T jes’ fink I would hie de rascals overb’d,” cried — 


Pomp. 7 i. 
But Frank was of a more eal as turn of mind. | | 
Despite the fact that they had meant to take his life, he Le 

could not bear the idea of such wholesale slaughter. eae * Ya 


“No,” he said, finally. “I have something better!? e cl 
“Shure, I don’t see how there kin be anythin’ betther,” _ pi 
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ee against the gorillas. 


oa W ll, you will s ‘gee ‘it " sai Fan ly. een, 


Bea “Divi a bit, sor! 0) te 


Frank went into the tod, 

He lowered the Air Canoe wel it hung over the diamond 
valley. | 

Then he let the ship down until within a dozen aH of the 
ground where the dead gorillas lay. 

The woods were now seen to be full of the live gorillas, 
and with savage cries they now rushed toward the air-ship. 

The natives had been constrained to leap overboard. 


But now they paused in warrantable terror, 
There was certainly good cause. 


Frank threw open the door of the cabin and motioned 
te them to leap. | 

_ But they still clung to the rah in abject terror. 

“Be me sow], they don't loike the medicine at all, at all! 1 
cried Barney. 
- “JT don’t fink dey does,” said es, 

“T’l] fix them!” gritted Frank. 

He turned a lever, which sent the full force of the current 
into the rail. . 

The effect was laughable as well as tragical. 
_ The savages were hurled over the rail like*puppets. 

Striking the ground they regained their feet and rushed 
away like frightened deer. 

But the gorillas were about them. 
_ Frank raised the Air Canoe py 4 feet and watched the 
scene. . . > 

It was a thrilling one. | 

The savages were hemmed in upon all sides but one, 

This was the swift current of the river. | 

In their desperation they started for it. 

_ But three of them reached it. 

The others were overtaken by the gorillas and instantly 


ae 


struck dead, their bodies being carried away into the forest. | 


Three of the savages swam the stream and escaped. 
Barney was itching to pick them off with his Winchester, 
but Frank said: 
_ “Give them their lives. They have well earned liberty.” 


To resume intercourse with the villagers was now out of 


_ the question. 


What was to be done? . 

“Upon my. word!” exclaimed Frank, “T don’t wonder 
that the wealth in this'valley has never heen carried away. 
Its dangers are legion.” 

There seemed no other way but to wage a war of extermin- 
This would be no light task. 

_ Frank reckoned that there were hundreds of them in the 


ie woods and cayes abouts _ 


| mean ?” 


voyagers. 


| is to let thim ate each other up ay they will,” cried Barney.’ 





‘ing. ait 
Ky 
But Frank had nigh made up his td to begin th the bat- 
ane ¥ 


tle when he caught sight of a thrilling object. ae 
From the direction of the upper end of the valley dens Be 


























clouds of smoke were arising. ua | ae cE ‘ Be 
What did it mean? : * 


‘ sf 

; ia ot 

It was certainly fire. a Tes g 
as 

“What on earth is it?” cried the young inventor. | — a = 


“Begorra, it’s a foire! !” youchsafed Barney, explicitly. ss 


a a 


: 
a 


“Yes; but what i is burning ?” ng 
“Shure,.it7ll not take yez long fer to foind out.” a 
.“¥ou’re right.” ’ a aeeh ee 


rank sprang into the cabin and turned the rotascope eB 


wee 


lever. | | s v7 
The Air Canoe shot up. higher. | 


Then the full explanation was easy to be seen. ee i 


The whole native village was in flames. It was a treme 
dous conflagration. , ne 
“What does tga | 


a 


“Shure, Misther Frank, let us take a luk in at chim, an’ ic 
see.” | | ae 
All right.” i an 
Frank started the Air Canoe ahead. , ~ a 4 
In a very few moments a full explanation was accorded the 


“They are burning up! cried Frank, 


rs avn 


a 
ak 


A battle was in progress upon the lake dhiote 


a at s 


The natives had been surprised and attacked by a wan és 


party of the deadly Mazootas, as Frank guessed them to he. 7 
It was certainly a savage battle in progress there. * a 
The Air Canoe hung over the scene. ae “a 

Its appearance, however, did not check the conflict. ih 


Indeed, the participants seemed to fight harder than ever. 
The advantage seemed upon the Mazootas’ side. = =. 
“On me worrud, Oi think it’s the bist thing we ‘kin do” bl 


“You'r re right,” agreed Frank. “We will not mix in the | ; 


fray. soa <i q 
It would have been easy for Frank with the electric gun _ ; 
to have decided the contest for either side: 
But, as he had declared, he had no preference. It wasa ™ 
matter of little interest to him which side won, Z t Be 
The ‘Mazootas were avowed enemies to the whites. 
So that really it was of little concern to the voyagers, Ife wi 
both bands were extinguished it would be the very best thing | ‘ 
that could be done. 4 RR Ta 
But it was indeed exciting to witness the, battle, which : 


was a hot one. 






- CHAPTER XL. 


THE FLOOD. a 






E The Mazootas certainly seemed to be the best fiightate.” % 
r - They forced their enemies back. to the ee verge of the 
| _ diamond valley. 

_ The descent here was a steep one, and if they were forced 





over it the loss of life would be large. 

The natives fought desperately. 

. But they had not their chief with them to direct them. 

; _ He had fallen a victim to the ' vengeance of the gorillas. 

; oe - Hotter waxed the fight. 

. pe: Finally, the natives were driven ies into the sacred val- 

Eley. 

‘Here they made a bold stand, and aided by some uneven 

- ground, held the Mazootas at bay. 

Be But the latter did not seem to press the fight so hard now. 
Indeed, their purpose was a far deeper one and meant the 

extermination of the foe at one fell blow. . | 
How they brought. this about was quickly seen. 

A number of them rushed to the head of the flume. 

It seemed that it was a well-known fact to the natives that 
but one log kept the lake back from flooding the valley.. 
-. ” The parting of this single log would allow the debris to 
_ fall, and the lake would leap from its imprisonment. 

a Even Frank Reade, Jr., had not discovered that fact. 

a But the Mazootas had got hold of it in some way. 

_.. Frank saw their purpose when it was too late to prevent 
Aa ; 
If he could have prevented it he would certainly nee done 

so, for many important reasons. 


ES be so flooded that it would be out of the question to even 
‘work the diamond diggings. 
But it was too late. 

“My soul!” cried Frank. 
- monds, now!” 


“It is good-by to our dia- 





Barney and Pomp uttered a great cry. 

Then a loud and sullen roar rose upon the air. 

The Mazootas had liberated the lake, and it was on its 
fearful way down the flume. 

The natives in the valley realized this, and ran shrieking 
for the heights. 

But they never reached them. 

Down into the Valley of Diamonds surged the tremendous 
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j avalanche of water. 
In a resistless volume it raced to the farthest end. 
|. Phere was no outlet there. 
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ge \ ‘The two miles of wild valley was in less than fifteen min- he x 


a ‘Buried now forever” were the treasures of the diamond eS 





) scratching his head. — 


-|a good lesson. 


The most important was the fact that the valley would 
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Tt had merely exchanged one bed for gett Vi oe * " * 






pe transformed into a mighty body of water. 








valley. ; , 


Nobody wouid ever know just cites treasures were buried 
there, or what was the real worth of the diggings. 






Our adventurers gazed spellbound upon the impressive 
scene, 






The Mazootas were holding orgies upon the ruins of 
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their foes’ village. ° . 





































“Our quest is ended!” cried Frank, with a shade of dis- 
appointment in ‘his voice. “The diamond valley and its 
wealth is buried forever.” | , 

“Golly, dat am a suttin’ fac’ !” cried Pomp. “But look 
yonder.” 

The darky pointed to the dry bed of the lake. 

‘Don’ yo’ s’pose dar am diamonds to be found dar?” he 
asked. | 


“Be jabers, mebbe the naygur is right,” said Barney, 


But Frank looked incredulous. 

However, he said: ; te 
““Well, we will take a look about and see. But the first 
thing is to rid ourselves of those fiends below.” 


The young inventor went forward and thrust a dynaitee 
cartridge into the pneumatic gun. 
He was just in the mood to give the barbarian Mazootas 


He inclined the muzzle of the gun downward and drew 
back the air-valve. 


Down went the projectile with lightning speed. 
_It struck the center of a group of barbarians. | 
In a flash the air was filled with debris, and in mad terror 
the band of looters fled incontinently. : 
Another projectile sent, after them effectually wihned! S 


them away. 


Then Frank allowed-the Air anes to settle down over the 
surface of the lake bed. 1 th} 
In places the water yet stood in pools. 
But there were wide stretches of sand and gravel. 
Upon one of these Frank allowed the Air Canoe to rest. 
Then preparations were made for poe ees the bed of the © 
lake. ee 
Frank was descending the gang-ladder, when suddenly 
a glittering object-in the sand attracted his attention. | 
It was so dazzling in its ee we a great cry. —_ 
his lips. 
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ee ey fy 5 soul! Here is a diamond the first thing. “What a 


a ms Out of the sand Frank picked a dieulind tally ¢ the s * 
_ of his thumbnail. | | 
“It was a aatitinaik stone, and worth many amoueand 


ob de diamonds!” cried Pomp. 





ee ee ee ee eo) el a Fee 1 ot pe! a 
ee oo ee = aces: — Ss 
a5 re — ———- _ 





~ beauty. 4 ms We ra 


dollars. 

The young inventor was delighted. 

“Hurrah!” he cried. “Perhaps we have exchanged old 
diggings for new and better ones.” 

Barney and Pomp viewed the stone with admiration and 
wonderment. 44 


Then tke Celt exclaimed : 

“On me worrud, Barney O’Shea, ye’re not smart, or ye’ll 
foind the mate to that.” | | 

“T hope you may!” latighed Frank. 

‘Then the search began. * 

But, strange to say it proved a futile one. 
_ For two days the diamond hunters remained in the bail 
of the lake. 


But not even the smallest kind of a precious stone was 
found. | 

Finally, they abandoned the quest in despair. 

“Ts it possible !”? cried Frank Reade, Jr., in dismay. “Is 


this the only Stone we are to find?” i : 


‘ 


“Tt luks that way, sor!” said Barney. 
“T done fink dat de water hab covered up de mos’ valuable 
~ “We’se not in it!” 

“Phwat’s that—the wather?” interrogated roguish Bar- 
ney. | 

“Shut up, yo’ good fo’ nuffin Pishman! Don’ yo’ gib 
me no sass!” ; 

There might have followed a ruction for this, but a stern 
look from Frank stopped it. ; is 

“We have no time for fooling,” he declared. “Let us 
make one more search, a“ then if not successful we will 
leave here.” 

“A’right, sah,” agreed Pomp. 

Indeed, Frank was in earnest, and very shortly they would 


have been sailing away on a new course had not a peculiar 


accident happened to Barney. 
Suddenly a loud shriek of alarm was heard. 
Frank and Pomp both vee beheld a startling 
sight. . 
There, up to his neck in a muck hole, was ‘ Barney. 
Indeed, it looked as if he would surely disappear from 
sight altogether. ; 


Of course, it was a dangerous position. 


There was great danger that the muck might suffocate rible scene the lake has covered up. A whole imibe =i ; 
Eee, and Frank knew this well. | 






ae 
one Mes on, Barney!” he cried. “I am sel > 


vais in fi has of his Po the Irishman’s wit did not forsake 


| back to the Air Canoe for a rope. me 


}turned from a fruitless quest, and the latter said: 


| obtained from the natives. 
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obe handled. rake with wl 
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[Frank picked. up tie 
ad been raking the sand. 










—_ 


ay Ai 





| him. 






re Shure, phwativer will I howld on is sor?” he cried, 
But Frank threw the rake handle across the muck ole r 
and cried: | 








“Throw your arms across that!” 
Barney quickly ‘obeyed. 
This did support him, and right all too, 





‘ ae Me a 
Pomp went 














> . A 


This was brought and fastened under Barney’s arms, a 1 
he was pulled out of the hole. - ae 


ae bi 
From head to foot he was nothing but one mass of slime * 










But he was indeed a comical- looking sight. 







and mud. — Raine | a 





It required some time and work for the Celt to clean him-— 
self up. ’ a 
When he had at length succeeded, Pomp and Frank re-— is 






























“It is of no use. We will leave this spot at once!” it 


But it was decided first to make a journey around the 


a 


Valley of Diamonds, now occupied by the lake. ‘ 
Barney and Frank performed this feat, Pomp remaining f 
behind to guard the Air Canoe. | ‘ 
The two explorers met with a number of eee ex. ‘a | 
periences. " f 
Once they resisted. an attack by a number of prowling 
Mazootas. | | 4 | 
At another time they narrowly escaped an encounter 7 - 
with a gorilla, probably one of the survivors of the i 
flood. : 
Frank looked in vain for some trace of diamonds. 
But he was not successful. 4 
The, auriferous soil in which they are usually found. 
seemed to have been wholly confined to the flooded valley. 
“Tt’s of no use,” Frank finally concluded. “Fate has : 
snatched the treasure from our grasp.” 
‘Yet he could not feel that the quest had been a bootie 
one. om 
The big diamond he had found in the lake was a crnalt 
Kohinoor for brilliancy and value. + 
“They had quite a number of others of eee + quality, or 9 


- 
Atma! 


’ Frank decided at once to leave the region of the diamond 
ie 


valley. ‘ 
“Tt is a fated locality,” he declared. 





“See what a shor Yy 





away ina moment of time.” 
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Ww Then Beans made ap his nena to do a ite e rarely | 
ost ans in execution. 





S Stare sor, is it home we’ll go from here?” asked Bar- 


eer 
4 “No,” ee Frank. 
BS “Where thin, sor?” 
y @ “The Rio Negro is not far from here. I think we will 
strike that and follow it down to the Amazon. From there 
% to Ria Janeiro, a: trip up the coast and then home.” 
a Barney and Pomp were delighted with this decision. 
They had not as yet seen enough of Brazil, and were 
3 - anxious for new adventures. 
‘- 3 Their desires were destined to be gratified before many 
days. 
e. Thrilling adventures were at hand. 
4 D The air-ship left the diamond valley the next day, and 
_ thus ended the quest for the great wealth there buried. 
+ But we will not take leave of our adventurers for another 
{ : chapter, in which will be detailed the dire calamities and the 
rig great perils which overtook them before they reached the 


+e mouth of the Amazon. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


DOWN THE AABN 2 CATASTROPHE, 





‘ The Air Canoe set out upon its course down the Rio 
_ Negro. 

_ Many wonderful sight# were seen as the Air Canoe con- 
" tinued on its way. 

3 ~ Vast forests of dyewoods were passed over, of mahogany 
t and rosewood, of oak and cypress. 


F Jungles and swamps intervaled, and uplands came in 


















| turn; and mighty chains of lakes and wide, sluggish rivers 
; 4 added to the variety of the scene. 
The voyagers never tired of watching it all. 
- What mattered it to them if the jungle beneath was the 
haunt of the savage tiger, the poisonous serpent or other 
_ deadly beasts and reptiles? 
a) They were secure on the deck of the air-ship, and could 
- laugh to scorn any of these mighty perils. — 
For some days the course of the Rio Negro was followed. 
Frank was much averse to traveling at night, so, when 
| _ darkness approached, he generally managed to find a good 
_ spot to descend and camp. 
Many rare and curious things were secured at such times, 
Barney had secured a handsome white monkey, and Pomp 
3 had a collection of beautifully plumaged birds. 
- Sometimes at night the wolves would come howling about 
t the air-ship. 
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But. our Hadeotiter’> were altars secure in the ee 
Occasionally Barney or Pomp would be tempted to give 
them a shot, which would make them scatter. 

Thus the travelers kept on until the conjunction a the 
Rio Negro with the Amazon was reached. 


And now they beheld before them a region which was 
not by-any means in comparison with that left behind. 

The swamps were ten times thicker, the jungles larger, 
the forests darker. 

For two days they followed the course of the ‘ieaies 
river. | 
It gradually grew broader, and in places was only to be 
compared with a vast inland sea. 


But the third day after reaching the Amazon the water 
tanks gave signs of giving out. ieee 

Frank decided to descend upon a sort of weoded penin- 
sula, which jutted out into the river. 

The place seemed free from wild beasts, and well situated 
for a stopping place. | 

The air-ship descended and rested upon a clear spot, 

Near by were several massive mahogany trees. 

It was in the latter part of the afternoon, and as it seemed 
such an admirable place to stop, Frank decided to 
camp. 

At once Barney made a fire, and Pomp going a little way 
into the woods, shot an antelope. 

But the darky upon the return to camp crossed a well- 
beaten path. , 


It might have been made by wild beasts on their way to a 
watering place. 

But a deadly fear struck the davies 

He reckoned, and not without reason, that the path had 
been made by human beings. | 

“Golly!” he muttered, “I jes’ fink I tell Marse Frank 
‘bout dat, fo’ mebbe he would like to know.” | 

So Pomp did so. | 


4 


Frank listened with surprise. | 
“Why, that is queer!” he exclaimed. “I would take my 
oath that we are miles from any native settlement,” 
_ Frank was in deep thought for a few minutes. 
However, taking his rifle, Frank went back to examine 
the path. . 
He gave a start at first sight of it. 


enact 


_ He followed it carefully into the woods for some ways. 
Suddenly he came to a little woodland stream. 


In the soft soil upon its bank he saw the imprint of a 
foot. | 

It was the bare. footprint of a human being. 

All doubt was settled. 













- "Prank et started” to, go bk to the camp. But he had hot | “pain was aati Pe slashing away with his i nif 
proceeded far when a thrilling incident occurred. all his strength. es 
He was passing a copse, when he heard a strange rustling} The blood was Spaetins in actual torrents oe the py 
















sound which set his nerves tingling. ae thon’s body. | | ; . 
_ It was not the first time he had heard that sound. . But the snake’s folds were drawing tighter, and ib ) 
Well he knew what was the cause of it. | striking Pomp with its head with such force as 2 nigh " 





~ He gaw the flash of two eee like eyes in the brush, } knock the breath out of him. 


and made quick action. | | Frank saw that a moment’s delay would be fatal to Pomp. 3 
He slung his rifle over his shoulder, ant srasping the » Quick as a flash he raised his rifle. a 





branches of a tree drew himself up among them. == ~~ | ‘The snake’s head was reared high in the air ready to deal 3 
The occupant of the copse was a huge python. | Pomp another blow. | er By 2 
Frank knew the futility of trying to beat a retreat. Frank took aim. | ‘ | 
Or even to remain upon the ground. The rifle spoke sharply: “g 
Should the terrible coils of the python once envelop him| A great ery of joy welled from Frank’s throat as he sa x. 

he knew well his fate would be sealed. the effect. me 


‘Chere was but one hope, and this was. to escape them. | The bullet went true to the mark. 


































He knew that by climbing the tree the python would be} It struck the snake’s head and spattered its brains. 


| 





taken at a disadvantage, for the huge snakes are not good| It seemed as if Pomp was saved. 


; | tree climbers. _ But the mighty reptile’s coils in the death agony did oe 


re 


At about twenty feet from the ground Frank halted. seem to relax about Pomp’s form. x 


ae 


He unslung his rifle and watched his foe warily, More than that, the snake went plunging and twisting to. 
But to his astonishment the monster did not attack him.| ward the river. The next moment into the water it went, Fur | 





To the contrary, it gave a prodigious hiss, and lunging | and Pomp also. ae 4 


me out of the copse started away like the wind. Frank gave a cry of horror as he saw Pomp disappear be- oy 

€ ! THe speed of the monster was something frightful. © | neath the waves. | ‘ae 

| Frank felt the wind of its huge, brown body as it swept| “My God, he is lost!” he cried. } : | ie Se 
under the tree beneath him. | But this was not so. a 4 ; 


Straight toward the location of the Air Canoe went the| The darky came to the surface_like a cong, and striking ry 


monster. of out, none the worse, swam ashore. e | | a 
i Frank shivered for Barney and Pomp. | Barney by this time had recovered himself. ; a { 
rt | _ Would they escape the monster 2 « Be jabers, phwat happened to me?” he gasped, in as- 

: Bar He fired a shot after the python. — ; tonishment. ‘Phwat put yez into the wather, naygur ?” 
a But this was intended more as a warning for Barney and| ‘Then Barney saw the body of the snake still beer 
Pomp. _ , in the current, and he understood all. 4 
Then the young inventor leaped down out of the tie “On me sowl !” he eried, “TI niver had sich a froight ical ~~ 
y | | He knew that there was need for immediate action. _ in me loife. Divil take the riptile !” : 
He did not hesitate a moment. Se) {| “Golly,” I done fought mah las’ day had come!” criec 
_ Away in pursuit after the python he ran, | Pomp. “Marse Frank, dat was a great shot ob yours 1 
BaP: A few moments later he heard the report a rifles and a] “It was a miracle!” exclaimed Frank, fervently. “I a 3 
ig terrible commotion. 3 | think the best thing we can do is to leave this place at once.” 
ea “My soul!” he gasped, “the monster has reached the} But the words had not left his lips when an astonishing. = 
- Air Canoe!” — 7 | thing happened. a 
And he rin faster. , coi | A distant wild yell was heard and a flight of arrows came | 


Now he came in sight of the camp. The scene there | tumbling about them. Se f ho ' 
was a thrilling one, aid nearly paralyzed Frank with hor-| “Ji iminy !” gasped Pomp. “Whatebber was dat?” a ; 
ror. iS But the question was answered as ere gazed out upon 

“My God!” he groaned, “YT fear that is the end of | the river’s surface. | 


‘ ee y . ; | From a clump of reeds a war canoe shot out. i 
The monster python had the iat in its terrible bis It held fully a score of armed natives. aK 
| _ Barney lay half insensible upén the ground near. By They began discharging arrows and yelling. 
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saat ‘that fects et he made at once. 
“awe. ve got to get out of here!” he cried. “This is a. 
lit tle too uncomfortable.” | 
“Be jabers, that’s roight,” cried Barney. | ‘ 
Al started for the Air Canoe. | | 
es _ But at that moment a cry of terror burst from EOee s 
lips. - 
- “Fo? de Lor’, Marse Frank, would yo’ jes’ listen £6 de 
likes ob dat !”” | 
~ But Frank had heard the sound. 


‘ 
_ From the distance through the trees came a queer moan- 


“ing - sound. 
es ‘Then across the alee there shot feathery wane of wind. 
Great, deep shadows came creeping through’ the forest. 
i ‘The sky grew yellow and dark. 
by The savages had ceased their yelling and were paddling 
_madly-for the reeds. 
e Frank Reade, Jr., knew well what was coming. 
x He knew full well the awful character of the Brazilian 
¥ BD romadc, and how it mowed everything down in its path. 





| ; _ “Quick!” he shouted. “On deck! Throw out the an- 
chors. Lash the air-ship securely, or we are lost!’ 
- CHAPTER XIII. 


* j 
THE END. 


The tornado was close at hand, and there was no time to 
_ Tose. 

_ Barney and Pomp rushed to the anchor ropes. 

But they were barely able to throw a out when the 
: storm broke. 

With all haste the three adventurers rushed into the 
cabin, 
The din was now tremendous. 


Rain was swept in torrents through the air, Ayiny debris, 


ticks, stones and other material, and the boughs of trees. 
’ The hurricane churned the waters of the river into bil- 
_ lows like those of the sea. 
_ A literal path was mowed seta the forest. 
F Frank was in the pilot-house trying to see out of the 
windows. Hey 
. He feared every moment that the Air Canoe would be 
iitted bodily and blown into the river. = 
‘The force of the wind was something frightful. 
hE suddenly there was a wrenching and twisting and a whir- 
g of the rotascope shafts. 
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By oJ if 
ot in . 
i i 


| e of them pee been demolished and cee away 5 


experienced a chill of horror. 
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‘The next moment. Mather went ite sine’ e way.” 
“ My God!” gasped the young inventor. 


lost!” * 
Without the rotascopes of course the Air Canoe could 


se We are 


not sail, 


They s were cast away, as it were, in the > very heart of the 


South American wilds, peopled with a million perils. 
Without a boat or any other means of travel they had not 
the slightest chance of ever reaching civilization. oe 
But the worst was yet to come. 
Suddenly above the thunder of the tornado there came 
a tremendous, resounding crash. 


The Air Canoe’s deck gave in, there was a farrific mean | 


ing and crushing, shaking, jolting and jarring. 

The voyagers were thrown flat upon their faces. 

But in that supreme moment the tornado spent its force. 

It was gone as quick as it had come. | 

The three victims of the catastrophe crawled out of the 
wreck of the Air Canoe. 

It was a pitiable sight. 

Every rotascope was gone, as was the propeller. | 

The whole after part of the aerial vessel had been crushed 
in by the weight of a falling tree. | 

_ The Air Canoe could never be redeemed. 

Repairing or reconstruction was wholly out of the ques- 
tion. 3 

Frank Reade, Jr., stood bid some time sorrowfully view- 
ing the wreck of his wonderful invention. 

“That is hard luck !” he declared. 
us. ) 

“Shure, it’s the ind av us!” wailed Barney. “ Arrah, an’ 
I'd niver loike to die in this out-ay-the-way part av ‘the 
worruld, an’ niver a sowl to mourn fer ye!” 

Pomp was equally as much affected. 

But Frank Reade, Jr., was possessed’ of a lion’s courage. 

He set his lips firmly. <i “ 

“Never mind !” he ee 
yet.” 

Then he set to work directing the building of a raft. 

For four days all worked like beavers. - 

At the end of that time the ~ was finished. 


On this Frank hoped to float down to some civilized wl 


tlement. ‘i ! 

It was the dernier ressort, a forlorn Bi of the casta- 
ways. 

The raft was well fitted up are stuff vite the Bis 
air-ship. | 

Provisions and ammunition were placed on board. 

Frank took all of his scientific instruments and all else 
of value that he could. _ 


“The fates are against . 


“We'll pull out of this scrape 





7 yer ty , Pie 
J : . J ma. Va a oh eee 
0 1 Ni | he ‘i 
Mn Reta rear At rf mie ' 


om ne Bets ren Ve pe , 2 ee * 


io er ee oi) sca =e 
| _ READE, TRS, rr AIR CANOB, a oe 


pene 





e) Mais 
~ “Then t the voyagers ee forth upon { the broad Bosdrn of the | weeks inter were landed at aa” From there a steamer wa aS 
. Amazon. taken for New York. 7 
or They had made long sweeps with which to propel the |. Crowds flocked to see the returned voyagers. f : ae 
‘a raft. People in Readestown were delighted to welcome hen m i 
; For two days they progressed slowly down the river. back, and sorry to learn of the loss of the Air Canoe. ; ia . 
. But the tropical sun was broiling hot, and the nights} But Frank Reade, Jr., said: an 


damp and misty. The spirits of all were depressed. “Neyer mind. The Air Canoe is gone, but Pl construct 

It seemed an interminable distance to cover. A kinder | an airship that shall excel all my past efforts.” | a 
fate, however, now waited upon them. ; _ The young inventor kept his word. | “i 
Fifty miles further down the river they were picked up|}. 


| What the next air-ship was like, and the adventures ex- 4 
by an exploring steamer owned by a Spanish planter. 


- 


perienced with it will be told to the reader in due form in 3 y 
They were kindly received by the Spaniards, and six! a future number of this library. | ‘a 
Y | | THE END. _— , | a 
’ ,, The next number (5) of the “Frank Reade Weekly Magazine” will contain another | thrilling es entitlaa : 
4 “FRANK READE, JR.’S ‘SEA SERPENT’ ; 


hi far 
OR, THESEARCH FOR SUNKEN GOLD.” 


ty 
» 
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SPECIAL NOTICE: All back numbers of this weekly are always in print. If you cannot obtain them from any 4 


newsdealer, send the price in money ‘or postage stamps by mail to FRANK TOUSEY, PUBLISHER, 24 ae 
SQUARE, NEW YORK, and you will receive the copies you order by return mail. 
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“HAPPY DAYS.” " 


The Best Ulustrated Weekly Story Paper Published. 


ISSUED Poo FRIDAY. 


“HAPPY DAYS” contains the “best Stories, the best Illustrations and has the best Staff of Writers that 4 
- money can procure. 
QUT To- DAY! OUT TO- DAY! 
"<f 


me JACK WALL OF WALL STREET; ae 


: The Boy Who sai chin the Big Deal. 
By H. K. SHACKLEFORD. 


WH =dDICKERING DICK; —@g 


OR, 


RS The Lucky Boy Trader. 


By. FRED FEARNOT (the hero of the Great ‘“Work and Win’ Stories). 


= RUBE; “aE 


A Hlayseea from Pumpkin EXollow. 
By SAM SMILEY. 


These Stories Begin in No. 425 of “HAPPY DAYS,” Issued a 
PRICE 5 CENTS. 


Send your name and address for a free wenn ony: Address. 


. FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 
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A BOYS’ MAGAZINE CONTAINING COMPLETE STORIES | 
OF WESTERN LIFE. 


; DO NOT FAIL TO READ IT. 


32 PAGES. PRICES CENTS. 32 PAGES. 


| _ EACH NUMBER BOUND IN A HANDSOME COLORED COVER. 


* > All of these exciting stories are founded on facts. 
Young Wild West is a hero with whom the author was 
acquainted. His daring deeds and thrilling adventures 
_have never been surpassed. They form the base of the 
most dashing steries ever published. 

! Read the foliowing numbers of this most interesting 
magay ime aid be CONVINCED; 

Mo. 1. YOUNG WILD WEST, THE PRINCE OF THE SADDLE, 


f Issued October 24 
Nos. 2. YOUNG WiLD WEST'S LUCK; or, Striking It Rich in the 


Hillis. Issued October 31 
YOUNG WILD WEST'S VICTORY; or, The Road Agents’ 
Last EXold-Up, Issued November 7 


+o G W ILD ‘WEST'S PLUCK; or, Bound to Beat the Bad 
Fey Issued November 14 

y rOUN G WILD WEST'S BEST SHOT; or, The Rescue of 
Avietta Issued November 21 
YOUNG WILD Samant AT DEVIL CREEK; or, Helping to 





Eoom a w Tow Issued November 28 

YOUN‘: “W ILD WEST'S SURPRISE; or, The Indian Chief's 

Leg7.2y. Issued December 5 

: .§ LOUNY WILD WEST MISSING: or, Saved by an Indian 

Princess. Issued December 12 

f FOR SALE +’... %, NEWSDEALERS, OR WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS 
a Gi De é “ECEIPT OF PRICE. 5 CENTS PER COPY: BY 





) FRANK TOUS£Y, Publisher, ; 24 Union Square, New York. 
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LATEST ISSUES: 


The Richest Boy in the World: or, The Wonderful Adventures of 
a Young American. By Allyn Draper. 

The Haunted Lake. A Strange Story. By ANTS Draper. 

In the Frozen North; or, Ten Years in the Ice y Howard Austin. 

Around the one on a Bicycle. A Story of Adventures in Many 


Lands. By Jas. C. Merritt. 

ronne Cs Captain Rock; or, The First of the White Boys. By Allyn 
raper. 

A Sheet of Blotting Paper; or, The Adventures of a Young 
Inventor. By Richard R. Montgomery. 


The Diamond Island; or, Astray in a Balloon. By Allan Arnold. 

In the Saddle from New York to San Francisco. By Allyn Draper. 

The Haunted Mill on the Marsh. By Howard Austin. 

ae a Crusader. A True Temperance Story. By Jno. B. 
ow . 


oe ene of Fire; or, The Fate of a Missing Ship. By Allan 
rno 
The Witch Hunter’s Ward; or, The Hunted Orphans of Salem. 
By Richard R. Montgomery. 
The Castaway’s noe: or, A Yankee Sailor Boy’s Pluck. By 
Capt. Thos. Ison 
Worth a Million; or, A Boy’s F tent for Justice. Bye preper 
va Drupkard’s | Warning; or, The Fruits of the Wine Cup. 
. Dow 
The Black Diver; or, Dick Sherman in the Gulf. By Allan Arnold. 
The Haunted Belfry : or, the Mystery of the Old Church Tower. 
By Howard Austin. 
The House with Three Windows. By Richard R. @ontgomery. 
Three Old Men of the Sea; or, The Boys of Grey Rock Beach. 
. By Capt. Thos. H. Wilson. 
3, s Years Old; or, The Lost Gold Mine of the Hatchepee Hills. 
y Allyn Draper. 
Lost, in the Ice. By Howard Austin. 
The Yellow Diamond; or, Groping in the Dark. By Jas. C. Merritt. 
The Land of Gold; or, Yankee Jack’s Adventures in Early Aus- 
tralia. By Richard R. Montgomer 
On the Plains with Buffalo Bill; or, wo Years in the Wild West. 
The Cavern of Fire ; or, The Thrilling Adventures of Professor 
Wee aeons or, Lost in the Sea of Grass. y Capt. Thos. H. 
son 
or, Exploring Central Asia in 
His Magnetic “Hurricane.” By e 
Lot 77; or, Sold to the Highest Bidder. 
The Boy Canoeist ; or, 1,000 Miles in a Canoe. Jas. C. Merritt. 
ee Kidd, Jr.; or, The Treasure Hunters te ong Island. By 
The Red Leather Bag. 
Howard Austin. 
By Allyn 
Draper. 
A at oe Boy out With Stanley; or, A Journey Through Africa. 
y 
Afloat With Captain Nemo; or, The Mystery of Whirlpool Island. 
By Capt. Thos. H. Wilson. 
By Richard R. Mont- 
gomery. 
By Howard Austi n. 
Joe. the Gymnast; or, Three Years Among the Japs. By Allan 
Jack Hawtborne, of No Man’s Land; or, An Uncrowned King. 
By “Noname.” 
By Jas. C. Merritt. 


By an Old Scout. 
Hardcastle and Jack Merton. By Allyn Draper. 
Jack Wright, the Boy Inventor ; 
**‘Noname. 
By Richard R. Mont- 
gomery. 
llan Arnold. 
A Weird Story of Land and Sea. By 
“The Lone Star’; or, The Masked Riders of Texas. 
C. Merritt. 
Two Boys’ Trip to an Unknown Planet. 
The Two Diamonds; or, A Mystery of the South African Mines. 
Arnold. 
Gun-Roat Dick; or, Death Before Dishonor. 


A Wizard of Wall Street: or, The Career of Henry Carew, Boy 


Banker. By H. K. Shackleford. 
Fifty Riders in Black; or, The Ravens of Raven Forest, By 
Howard Austin. 


The Boy Rifie Rangers; or, Kit Carson’s Three Young Scouts. 
By An Old Scout. 

Where? or, Washed into an Unknown World. By ‘‘Noname.”’ 

Fred Fearnaught, the Boy Commander; or, The Wolves of the 
Sea. By Capt. Thos. H- Wilson. 

From Cowboy to Congressman; or, The Rise of a Young Ranch- 
man. By H. K. § ackleford. 
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the Black Hills. By ‘‘Nonam 
At 12 o’clock; or, The Mystery. of the Lighthouse. A Story of the 
Revolution. By Gen. Jas. A. Gordon, 
The Rival Boat Clubs; or, The Boss School 26 Beechwood. 
The Haunted House on the Hudson: or, the Smugglers of the Sound. 
om Mi and his Prairie Hngine, or Among the Bushmen 
ustral 


5 cents per eopy, by 
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185 Sam Spark, the Brave Young Fireman; or, Always the parse, 
on Hand. By,»,Ex-Fire Chief Warden. 
186 The Poorest Boy in New York, and How He Became Rich, ‘By 
N. S. Wood,. the Young American Actor. 
187 Jack Wright, the Boy Inventor; or, Hunting for a Sunken 
Treasure. By ‘‘Noname.”’ 
188 On Time; or, The Young Engineer Rivals. An Exciting Story. 
of Railroading in the Northwest. By Jas. C. Merritt. F 
189 a aan or, The Boys of the Farmhouse Fort. By An Old ¥ 
ou 6 
190 His First Glass of : ‘Wine; or, The TemprAlons of City Life. A 
True ‘'emperance Story. By Jno. B. Dowd. 
191 The Coral City; or, The Wonderful Cruise of the Yacht Vesta. 
By Richard R. Montgomery. 
192 Mees a Million; or, A Smart Boy’s Career in Wall Street. By 
Shackleford. 
193 tact Wright and His Electric Turtle; or, Chasing the Pirates 
of the Spanish Main. By “Noname.” 
are eee Dave, the Boy Jockey; or, Riding the Winner. By Allyn 
raper. 
195 The Twenty Gray Wolves; or, Fighting A Crafty King. By 
Howard Austin. 
196 The Palace of Gold; or, The Secret of a Lost Race. By Richard 
R. Montgomery. 
197 Jack Wright’s Submarine Catamaran; or, The Phantom Ship of 
the Yellow Sea. By “Noname.”’ 
198 A Monte Cristo at. 18; or, From Slave to Avenger. By Allyn 
raper. 
199 The Floating Gold Mine; or, Adrift in an Unknown Sea. By 
Capt. Thos. H. Wilson. 
200 Moll ee Boy; or, As Brave as His Mother. By Gen’l 
Jas. A. Gordon. 
201 “We.” By Richard R. Montgomery. ' 
202 Jack Wright and His Ocean Racer; or, Around the World in 
20 Days. By ‘Noname.”’ 
203 ~— Boy Pioneers; or, Tracking an Indian Treasure. By Allyn 
raper. 
204 Still iach Sam, the Daring Boy Fireman; or, Sure to Be 
Hand. By Ex-Fire Chief Warden. 
205 Lost on the Ocean; or, Ben Bluff’s Last Voyage. By Capt. Th 
H. Wilson. a 
206 Jack Wright and His Electric Canoe ; or, » Working in 
Revenue Service. By ‘“Noname.” 
207 Give Him a Chance; or, How Tom Curtis Won His Way. 
Howard Austin. 
208 Jack and I; or, The Secrets of King Pharaoh’s Caves. By 
Richard R. Montgomery. 
209 Beles 5,000 Years; or, The Treasure of the Aztecs. By Allyn 
raper. 
210 Jack Wright’s Air and Water Cutter; or, Wonderful Adventures 
on the Wing and Afloat. By ‘‘Noname.”’ 
211 The Broken Bottle; or, = Jolly Good Fellow. A True Temper- 
ance Story. By Jno. Dowd. 
212 Slippery Ben; or, The Boy Spy of the Revolution. By Gen’l 
as. A. Gordon. : 
213 ess oe Crockett; or, The Hero of Silver Guich. By An 
cou 
214 Jack Wright and His Magnetic Motor; or, The Golden City of 
the Sierras. By ‘‘Noname.” 
215 Little Mac, The Boy Engineer; or, Bound To Do His Best. By 
a “C. Merritt. 
216 The Boy Money King; or, Working in Wall Street. A Story 
of a Smart New York Boy. By H. K. Shackleford. 
217 “I.” A Story of Strange Adventure. By Richard R. Mont- 
gomery 
218 Jack Wright, The Boy Inventor, ac? His Under-: Vater Tronclad ; 
or, The Treasure of the Sandy Sea. By “Noname. 
219 Gerald O’Grady’s Grit; or, The Branded Irish Lad. B Allyn Draper, 
220 Through Thick and Thin; or, Our Boys Abrcad. By Howard Austin, 
221 The Demon of the Deep; ‘or, ‘Above and Berzath the Sea. By Capt. 
Thos. H. Wilson. 
222 Jack Wright and His Electric err or, Ni -hting the Bandits of 
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THE STAGE. 

No. 41. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK END MEN’S JOKE 
BOOK.—Containing a great variety of the latest jokes used by the 
most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete without 
his wonderful little book. 
No. 42. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK STUMP SPEAKER.— 
Containing a varied assortment of stump speeches, Negro, Dutch 
and Irish. Also end men’s jokes. Just the thing for home amuse- 
ment and amateur shows. 
"No. 45. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK MINSTREL GUIDE 
AND JOKE BOOK.—Something new and very instructive. Every 
boy should obtain this book, as it contains full instructions for or- 
anizing an amateur minstrel troupe. 
No. 65. MULDOON’S JOKES.—This is one of the most original 
joke books ever published, and it is brimful of wit and humor. It 
contains a large collection of songs, jokes, conundrums, etc., of 
Terrence Muldoon, the great wit, humorist, and practical joker of 
the day. Every boy who can enjoy a good substantial joke should 
obtain a copy immediately. 

No. 79. HOW TO BECOME AN ACTOR.—Containing com- 
plete instructions how to make up for various characters on the 
stage; together with the duties of the Stage Manager, Prompter, 
Scenic Artist and Property Man. vy a prominent Stage Manager. 

No. 80. GUS WILLIAMS’ JOKE BOOK.—Containing the lat- 
est jokes, anecdotes and funny stories of this world-renowned and 
ever popular German comedian. Sixty-four pages; handsome 
eolored cover containing a half-tone photo of the author. 


HOUSEKEEPING. 

No. 16. HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Containing 
full instructions for constructing a window garden either in town 
or country, and the most approved methods for raising beautiful 
wens at home. The most complete book of the kind ever pub- 


lishe 

No 30. HOW TO COOK.—One of the most instructive books 
on cooking ever published. It contains recipes for cooking meats, 
fish, game, and oysters; also pies, puddings, cakes and all kinds of 
stry, and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most popular 
ks. 


Jo. 87. HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.—It contains information for 
ybody, boys. girls, men and women; it will teach you how to 
e almost anything around the house, such as parlor ornaments, 
ckets, cements, Aeolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. 


age ELECTRICAL. 
© No. 46. HOW TO MAKE AND USE ELECTRICITY.—A de- 
 seription of the wonderful uses of electricity and electro magnetism ; 
together with full instructions for making Electric Toys, Batteries, 
etc. By George Trebel, A. M., M. D. Containing over fifty il- 


| Pratrations. 
_ HOW TO MAKE ELECTRICAL MACHINES.—Con- 
oe Ee iine otal directions for making electrical machines, induction 
ao COiIS, 4 namos, and many novel toys to be worked by electricity. 
ee By R. R. Bennett. Fully illustrated. 

ér. HOW TO DO ELECTRICAL TRICKS.—Containing a 
| large collection of instructive and highly amusing electrical tricks, 
together with illustrations. By A. Anderson. 


ENTERTAINMENT. 
aye No. 9. HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.—By Harry 
) Kennedy. The secret given away. Every intelligent boy reading 
™ this book of instructions, by a practical professor (delighting multi- 
tudes every night with his wonderful imitations), can master the 
art, and create any amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the 
greatest book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 
No. 20. HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY.—A 
very valuable little book just published. A complete compendium 
of games, sports, card diversions, comic recitations, etc., suitable 
for parlor or drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the 
money than any book published. 
No. 35. HOW TO PLAY GAMES.—A complete and useful little 

Bak: containing the rules and regulations of billiards, bagatelle, 
ages croouet. dominoes, ete. 

o. 36. HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS.—Containing all 
B leading conundrums of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches 
df witty savings. 

No. 52. HOW TO PLAY CARDS.—A complete and handy little 
iok, giving the rules and full directions for playing BHuchre, Crib- 
we, Casino, Forty-Five, Rounce, Pedro Sancho, Draw Poker, 

Auction Pitch. All Fours, and many other popular games of cards. 
© No. 66. HOW TO DO PUZZLES.—Containing over three hun- 
dred interesting puzzles and conundrums, with key to same. A 
complete book. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. 


ETIQUETTE. 
No. 13. HOW TO DO IT; OR, BOOK OF ETIQUETTER.—It 
mis a great life secret, and one that every young man desires to know 
all about. There’s happiness in it. 

No. 33. HOW TO BEHAVE.—Containing the rules and etiquette 
of good society and the easiest and most approved methods of ap- 
pearing to good advantage at parties, balls, the theatre, church, and 
in the drawing-room. 


DECLAMATION. 

No. 27. HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECITATIONS. 
—Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising Dutch 
dialect, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect pieces, together 
with many standard readings. 








No. 31. HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER. —Containing four- 
teen illustrations, giving the different positions requisite to become 
a good speaker, reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems from 
all the popular authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the most 
simple and concise manner possible. 

No. 49. HOW TO DEBATE —Giving rules for conducting de- 
bates; outlines for debates, questions for discussion, and the best 
sources for procuring information on the questions given. 


SOCIETY. 

No. 3. HOW TO FLIRT.—tThe arts and wiles of flirtation are 
fully explained by this little book. Besides the various methods of 
handkerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window and hat flirtation, it con- 
tains a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which is 
interesting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy 
without one. 

No. 4. HOW TO DANCE is the title of a new and handsome 
littie book just issued by Frank Tousey. It contains full instrue- 
tions in the art of dancing, etiquette in the ball-room and at parties, 
jhe to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popular square 

ances. 

No. 5. HOW TO MAKE LOVE.—A complete guide to love, 
courtship and marriage, giving sensible advice, rules and etiquette 
to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not gen- 
ee ae 

HOW TO DRESS.—Containing full instruction in the 
art of ee and appearing well at home and abroad, giving the 
selections of colors, material, and how to have them made up. 

No. 18. HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL.—One of the 
brightest and most valuable little books ever given to the world. 
Kiverybody wishes to know how to become beautiful, both male and 
female. ‘The secret is simple, and almost costless. Read this book 
and be convinced how to become beautiful. 


BIRDS AND ANIMALS. 

No. 7. HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.—Handsomely illustrated and 
containing full instructions for the management and training of the 
canary, mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc. 

No. 39. HOW TO RAISE DOGS, POULTRY, PIGEONS AND 
RABBITS.—A veer same instructive book. Handsomely illus- 
trated. By Ira Drofra 

No. 40. HOW TO M. AKE AND SET TRAPS.—Including hints 
on how to catch moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and birds. 
Also how to cure skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. Harrington 


Keene. 

No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.—A 
valuable book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, mounting 
and preserving birds, animals and insects. 

No. 54. HOW TO KEEP AND MANAGE PETS.—Giving com- 
plete information as to the manner and method of raising, keeping, 
taming, breeding, and managing all kinds of pets; also giving full 
instructions for making cages, etc. Fully explained by twenty-eight 
illustrations, making it the most complete book of the kind ever 


published. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.—A useful and in- 
structive book, giving'a complete treatise on chemistry; also ex- 
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, chemistry, and di- 
rections for making fireworks, colored fires, and gas balloons. This 
book cannot be equaled. 

No. 14. HOW TO MAKE CANDY.—A complete hand- aes for 
making all kinds of candy, ice-cream, syrups, essences, ete., etc. 

No. 19.—FRANK 'TOUSEY’S UNITED STATES DISTANCE 
TABLES, POCKET COMPANION AND GUIDE.—Giving the 
official distances on all the railroads of the United States and 
Canada. Also table of distances by water to foreign ports, hack 
fares in the principal cities, reports of the census, ete., ete., making 
it one of the most complete and handy books published 

No. 38. HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.—A won- 
derful book, containing useful and practical information in the 
treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to every 
eee _Abounding in useful and effective recipes for general com- 
plaint 

No. “5D. HOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Con- 
taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arranging. 
of stamps and coins. Handsomely illustrated. 

No. 58. HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady, 
the world-known detective. In which he lays down some valuable 
and sensible rules for beginners, and —_ relates sometadventas 
and experiences of well-known detectiv 

No. 60. HOW TO BECOME A PHOTOGRAPHER. a sutain 
ing useful information regarding the Camera and how to work it; 
also how to make Photographic Magic Lantern Slides and other 








Transparencies. Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De W. 
Abney. 
No. 62. HOW TO BECOME A WEST POINT MILITARY 


CADET.—Containing full explanations how to gain admittance, 
course of Study, Examinations, Duties, Staff of Officers, Post 
Guard, Police Regulations, Fire Department, and all a boy should 
know to be a Cadet. Compiled ane written by Lu Senarens, author 
of “How to Become a Naval Cac 

No. 68. HOW TO BECOME < NAVAL CADET.—Complete in- 
structions of how to gain admission to the Annapolis Naval 
Academy. Also containing the course of instruction, description 
of grounds and buildings, historical sketch, and everything a boy 
should know te become an officer in the United States Navy. Com- 
piled and written by Lu Senarens, author of “How to Become a 
West Point Military Cadet.” 


PRICE 10 CENTS EACH, OR 3 FOR 25 CENTS. 
Address FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 


24 Union Square, New York. 
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A SPLENDID NEW ONE 


Frank Reade Weekly 


CONTAINING STORIES OF ADVENTURE 


ON LAND UNDER THE SEAN THE AIR, 


| | By “NON AME,” , “ 
| THE PRINCE OF STORY WRITERS. ‘ 


Each Number in a Handsomely Illuminated Cover. 


aw A 32-PAGE BOOK POR & CENTS, “os 


al 


fun-loving chums, Barney and Pomp. The stories to be published in this magazine will 
contain a true account of the wonderful and exciting adventures of the famous inventor, ~ 
with his marvellous flying machines, electrical overland engines, and his extraordinary 
submarine boats. Each number will be a rare treat. Tell your newsdealer to get you a 
copy. Here are the first four titles, and each number will be better than the previous one: 


| No. 1, FRANK READE, JR.'S WHITE CRUISER OF THE CLOUDS; or, The Search for the Dog-Faced Men. 
No, 2. FRANK READE, JR.'S SUBMARINE BOAT, THE “EXPLORER”; op, To the Nort Pale Under the Tee, 
| 


| 
j 
| 
; 
| All our readers know Frank Reade, Jr., the greatest inventor of the age, and his two 


NO. 8. FRANK READE, JR.’S ELECTRIC VAN; or, Hunting Wild Animals in the Jungle of india, 
No. 4, FRANK READE, JR.’S ELECTRIC AIR CANOE; or, The Seareh for the Valley of Diamonds, 


ued November 21 


mber 14 


For Sale by All Newsdealers, or will be Sent to Any Address on Receipt of Price, 5 Cents per Copy, by 
FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New Yor 


IF YOU WANT ANY BACK NUMBERS 


of our Libraries and cannot procure them from newsdealers, they can be obtained from this office direct. Cut out and fi 
in the following Order Blank and send it to us with the price of the books you want and we will send them to you by re- — 
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turn mail. POSTAGE STAMPS TAKEN THE SAME AS MONEY 
FRANK. TOUSEY,. Publisher, 24. Union Square, New York. - lw. ws hI ag 190 
Drar Srr—Enclosed find...... cents for which please send me: 
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